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 N ews from the H ill 
 January 2023 The Congregational Church of Easton 

       So if anyone is in Christ,  

      there is a New Creation:  

Everything Old has passed Away;  

      See,  

       Everything Has Become 

                  New! 

 

                                                                    2Corinthians 5:17 
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Meditations from the Pastor  

January  2023                                                                                                                                                                                   NEWS FROM THE HILL 

 

“Unless change becomes the constant of our own lives, we’ll 
cease to be change agents in the lives of others”. 

By David Timms , 21st Century 
  

 When I started my relationship with this church 13 years ago, I could hardly imagine what God had in 

store for me. I was newly out of seminary. I was working full time as a preschool teacher. Yet this communi-

ty, who did not know me, welcomed me into this small church family. I wasn’t immediately sure what God 

had in store for me or this church. Yet I knew that this community needed me and needed the message of 

God that I would preach and live together with you. While here, we dove into the depths of the scriptures 

learning together how God’s message revealed itself to the world in Biblical times and wondered what God is 

doing now. I have guided many people into the next life, officiated weddings, baptized babies, and ran sever-

al children’s programs. Together we ran fundraisers and came together in moments of fellowship. Together 

we honored the history of this church and explored opportunities for growth.  

 On a more personal note, this congregation embraced me and my growing family with warmth and 

love. Both of my children were baptized, here in the fourth walls of our beautiful sanctuary. This church has 

such a special place in my heart and always will. The relationships I have developed here have been im-

portant and I hope with time they may continue. After 13 years of ministry , and a total 22 years working in 

pulpits, I have discerned that my calling has come to an end. The Congregational Church of Easton was my 

calling from God. This church was the reason I was in ministry. And for over a year now, I have noticed a 

drastic change in the strength and presence of that calling, a calling that I have had since I was 12 years old. 

So as we speak of endings, I must admit that my calling into ministry has completed. I now need to refocus 

my life on new beginnings and a new life that much like my start here, I am uncertain of what God has in 

store for me. I need to spend some time focusing on my rapidly growing children taking more care and time 

to help guide them and develop them in life.  

 So as much as it pains me to admit that it is time for a parting, I must admit this. My time here in 

Easton is drawing to a close. I will be here with you until February 26th, which will be my last Sunday. I un-

derstand that there will be a lot of strong emotions that come from this announcement and for that I am sor-

ry. But please remember that where there are endings there are also new beginnings. They may seem uncer-

tain. They are likely very scary and most certainly challenging. But our scriptures tell us that when things are 

uncertain, when they are emotionally draining, that God is there to guide and offer comfort (Psalm 23:4). 

Take some time to pray, seeking God’s guidance and direction asking him to reveal to you just what he has 

planned for the future. 

 

Many Blessings and Thanks,  

Rev. Amanda Ostrove 
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Deacons 

The Deacon’s wish all a Safe, Healthy and Prosperous New year. 

Most of you know that Rev. Ostrove has decided to conclude her pastoral service with us effective as of 

Sunday, February 26, 2023. The Board accepted her resignation and expressed deep gratitude for her 

thirteen years of Ministry with us.  The Deacon’s, along with Amanda, continue to work with the Vision-

ing Committee in identifying cost saving practices; creating strategy for healing and renewal of the    

mission) of our congregation; (among many, many other necessary steps which will take time).  Pastor 

Amanda continues to be in the office for 6 hours on Sunday; 4.5 hours each on Tuesday and Thursday. 

The office is closed on Mondays and Fridays. She can attend to some of her tasks remotely as she has 

done during the past years. 

For time being, our member, Suzanne Lovejoy, is volunteering as organist when she is available. We are 

so grateful to you, Suzanne!  

The Stewardship Campaign moves forward as we focus on the redeeming good our little Congregation 

has brought about over many, many years. For example, the Thanksgiving  & Easter gift baskets, the 

Covenant to Care family names & Christmas gifts, our Advent rituals, the church school pageants and 

our Christmas Eve Candlelight worship services over the past decades. 

The next Deacon’s meeting will be February 5, 2023 at 11:30 AM. 

Board members are:  Daisy Colonnese, Jon Stock, Leon March, Sara Trup & Nathalie Taranto, Chair, 

(203/268/7441).  
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Boards and Committee Reports 

 

  Visioning COmmittee 

                                       

 

The visioning committee brought a report of the committee to a special congregational meet-

ing. The committee recommended moving forward with completion of ministry and the 

congregation affirmed this recommendation. The committee has been in communication 

with the Southern New England Conference of the United Church of Christ  about these 

decisions. The denomination as offered guidance and help for the church as we move for-

ward with these  plans. The committee is going to be meeting to begin the process of 

moving forward with the directives of the church as a whole on January 8th in the Bishop 

Room following coffee hour.  All people are welcome at these meetings and if you are de-

siring to read the minutes they are available in the church office.  

 

 

Visioning Committee 

 

A tree went down in the old academy parking lot. We want to thank 

all those who came together to clean up the mess before the pre-

school came back from their holiday break. 

 

 

Facilities 
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 Board and Committee Reports 

Board of Christian Outreach 

Next Food Kitchen at Operation Hope is January 17th 

Chicken, any style; or any main dish of your choosing; mac and cheese or pasta; vegetables; salad; 

fruit; and dessert. Food may be dropped off, and put in the freezer or refrigerator ahead of time. 

Please mark that it is for the Food Kitchen. Thanks to our cooks, bakers, and shoppers for December. 

We are in need of boxes to transport the food. 

Thanks to Jim Bromer for trying to deliver the food on December 20 th to Operation Hope. He arrived 

there to find out that they are closed due to renovations. He returned the food to the church hall, and 

another place was found to take the food. Caren Laskay contacted Thomas Merton House, and they 

were thrilled to hear that we had a complete meal for them. Thanks to Cheryl Norton who went with 

Caren to deliver the food to Merton House. Our food kitchen will now be for Merton House, still the 

third Tuesday of the month. Cheryl has agreed to deliver the food, but other transport may be re-

quired at times. The food must be delivered in the morning as their lunch time is 11:00 (they close at 

1:30 p.m.). If the food can’t get there prior to their lunch, they can use it when they want/need. We 

will not be heating the food prior to delivery. The Operations Manager at Merton House asked if any 

church members would be interested in helping their chef with prep and/or serving. Caren told her 

that she would mention it to the church members. 

Thank you to Cheryl Norton for delivering these much-needed items to Merton House. 

Christmas Gifts: A request for 25 gifts was received from our social worker, Francia. The gifts were 

picked upon December 20th . Thank you to all who made it a special Christmas for many families. 

Clothing bin: The clothing bin is in the Old Academy parking lot. Be sure to place your donated 

clothes and/or shoes inside the bin. Please do not leave items outside the bin. 

Cookie Sale: We received two donations after the sale. With these donations, our income for 2022 

Cookie Sale 

Merton House —  We continue to collect sample or travel sized toiletries for Merton House.  Please 

drop them off anytime and place in the basket at the entrance to the church hall.           

Clothing Donation Bin 

After many conversations and much research, we have established a 

relationship with a clothing bin donation bin. This has been in conversa-

tion since 2018. Located in the parking lot of the Old Academy building 

off of Center Road, it provides easy access to those who are looking to 

donate clothing and shoes to those who are in need. This is a wonderful 

way to help support our neighbors in need, reuse those items that we 

no longer want or fit into, and clean out some space in our overcrowd-

ed closets.  

Please Consider Stopping by with your Donations! 
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The Importance of Church  
 

Congregational Church of Easton 
A Childhood Reflection 

By Rev. Elizabeth Criscuolo 
 
In December 16th 1993, Pastor Jerry officiated the wedding for my mom and Michael. The 
church was dimly lit with the candles in the window, green garland draped throughout, and 
poinsettias filling the front of the sanctuary. The church was filled with so many people I 
loved.  People who had a significant part in my life up until that point and it all culminated in a 
life event that took place in the church that invested in my life. And once again I was met with 
an experience of the love and peace of God, not just in my soul, but in a very tangible engag-
ing moment in my life. I can see now how the love of God is so expansive that it goes beyond 
expression of words or human understanding, because in moments like that I just knew God 
loved me. It was simple. It was truth. It was the Gospel.  
 
My mind is filled with so many beautiful memories in that church and it’s hard to pick which 
ones to share but this last one was another core memory of my time there. Since we have the 
stage already set for Christmas I think I share my fond memories of being in the Christmas 
pageant.  Each year there would be so much excitement in the planning and practicing of the 
Christmas pageant.  The years prior to 4th and 5th grade one would find themselves being an 
animal, shepherd, angel, or star perhaps. But once you hit 4th and 5th grade that was when 
you graduated into being a wise man, the holy family, or a narrator, mostly because they 
needed older kids who could sit still or ones who could read well.  I’ll never forget the year 
our class was finally old enough to be in those roles. I was Mary, Tom Petroski was Joseph, 
Amber Albrecht was the leading star, Victoria English and Andy White were narrators.  For 
whatever reason, I felt like we had finally arrived!  Of course, we were still kids and probably 
known as the class that was a bit goofy and silly, but once again, I was met with this profound 
yearning to draw near to God in the midst of the Christmas Pageant.  Though I had no lines to 
speak I knelt there on the hay quietly holding babydoll Jesus swaddled in my arms and looked 
at that doll adoringly. I would have never guessed that Mary would have only been a few 
years older than me when she had actually given birth to the Savior of the world. “Silent night, 
Holy night, all is calm, all is bright, round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant so tender 
and mild, sleep in heavenly peace.” And heavenly peace surrounded us that night, in fact, it 
swept through the church as the light of Christ was passed from candle to candle, person to 
person, and we raised our voices in sweet adoration of a Savior born into the most humble 
circumstance.  Light of the world. The word had become flesh. And we experienced it there 
together in that dimly lit sanctuary so many years ago.  
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For 260 years this church has changed lives. It has ministered to people who would experi-
ence the love of God for the very first time and for their last breath on this earth.  This church 
has been a midwife to the birth of new faith for many Christians throughout those years.  My 
faith began here. It began through the sermons of pastors, in notes of music sang enthusias-
tically, in the celebrations shared, while filling up communion cups, getting to ring the church 
bell, listening to the hymn songs echo throughout the town as the people readied them-
selves for Sunday morning church. It was fostered through relationships of the people who 
have already gone on to be in the presence of God. My call to ministry did not happen until I 
was 15 years old, but I firmly believe I was able to discern such a call because of the prepara-
tion that had been made in my life and soul, which took place at the Easton Congregational 
Church. “I thank my God every time I remember you.  In all my prayers for all of you, I always 
pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now”- Philippi-
ans 1:3-5.  
 
 

New Administrative Assistant 

We want to welcome Shaelynn Thompson, the daughter of Michelle Szabo, as our new administrative assistant. She will be 

working with us for 10 hours a week. Please take sometime to welcome her to this position.  
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 Stewardship Campaign 

If you have not sent in your pledge card for 2023, it is crucially important that you consider doing 

so. Your pledge is very important to the life of our church. It gives us the ability to plan for the 

coming year’s ministries and the expenses associated with the completion of ministry. Our goal for 

stewardship is $60,000. We are currently half way there. Let’s make an extra push and commit-

ment this January and fulfill our pledge goals.  

 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL MEETING INFO 

 

A date for the annual meeting has not been set by council. Please keep an 

eye on the email for any additional information. There will be an option to 

join via Zoom when the time comes for those who are still practicing social 

distancing during this time of COVID. 

Stewardship Campaign 2022 
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Altar Flower and Coffee Hour Hosting for 2023 

 

Hosting a Coffee Hour is a wonderful way also to celebrate a special occasion.   

 Why: Celebrating a special day with your church family, to welcome people to a moment of fellowship.  

 How: Call the church office or send an email if you would like to be on our rotation to host Coffee Hour or 

would like to just do a special date. 

If you would like to participate in worship by doing the offering, or hosting coffee hour, please call a 

member of the Board of Deacons or call or email the church office. If you are unable to serve as  

assigned, please contact the church office.   

February Welcoming and Confirming Deacon — Daisy Colonnese 

   Offering Collectors/Counters Coffee Hour 

February 5 Phil Doremus/T. Linley N. Taranto  / D.Colonnese  

February 12 The Marches The Twomblys  

February 19 P. McCarty, N. Taranto N. Taranto  / D.Colonnese   

February 26 D. Colonnese, T. Linley The Twomblys Phil Doremus 

January Welcoming and Confirming Deacon — Jon Stock 

  Offering Collectors/Counters Coffee Hour 

January 1 Leon March N. Taranto  / D.Colonnese  

January 8 P. McCarty / N. Taranto  The Twomblys  

January 15 D. Colonnese / T. Linley The Glasers  

January 22 N. Taranto The Twomblys  

January 29 P. McCarty / T. Linley  N. Taranto  / D.Colonnese  

    

e
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1. In the upper room, a dispute arose among the disciples as to which one of them was what? 

2. According to Proverbs 6:6, to be wise whose ways should the lay person observe? 

3. According to Proverbs 10:12, hatred stirs up strife, but love covers what? 

4. What should you do to those who curse you? 

5. What was the Arc of the Covenant made of? 

 

1. The greatest, Luke 

22:24 

2. The ant, Proverbs 

6:6 

3. All transgressions, 

proverbs 10:12 

4. Pray and bless them, 

Luke 6:28 
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JANUARY 2023 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
10 AM Worship 

  w/ Communion 

11 AM Coffee Hour           

11:30 Deacon’s         

2 3 
6:30pm-8:30 AA 

4 5 6 7 

8 

10 AM Worship 

  w/ Communion 

11 AM Coffee Hour    

11:30  Visioning/council 

meeting 

9 10 
6:30pm-8:30 AA 

11 12 13 14 

15 
10 AM Worship 

11 AM Coffee Hour           

 

16 17 
11:00 Food    

Kitchen 

6:30pm-8:30 AA 

18 19 20 21 

22 
10 AM Worship 

11 AM Coffee Hour           

23 24 
6:30pm-8:30 AA 

25 26 27 28 

29 
10 AM Worship 

11 AM Coffee Hour           

30 31 
6:30pm-8:30 AA 
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NEWS FROM THE HILL . . .  
THE CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH OF EASTON 
Westport Road at Center Road 
P.O. Box 37 
Easton, CT  06612-0037 

 

Happy  

      New  Year! 


