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PRELUDE     

  

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

**CALL TO WORSHIP:   John 1: 1-5 

Fire and light have been part of worship for time immemorial. In Christian worship, candles 

stand for Jesus who said, “I am the Light of the world.”  It is written: 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  

He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him 

not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was 

the light of all. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” 

 

**HYMN OF INVOCATION  # 110 PH (verses 1 & 2) O Come, O Come Emmanuel    

 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

 The Lord’s Prayer  (debts) 

 

READING      History of Christmas                 Suzanne Lovejoy   

The celebration of Christmas for Christians is such an important part of the church calendar 
that it is easy to assume it has always been central. But the major Christian festival for the 
early church was Easter. Around the fourth century, Christmas became part of the Christian 
calendar and by the year 336, December 25 was generally established as the date of Jesus’ 
birth. Soon afterwards, Christians began to feel the need for a season of preparation so their 
hearts were ready to receive the miracle of the Incarnation, and the four-week period of     
Advent came to be observed. The prayer of Advent is Come, Lord Jesus.   
    

LIGHTING THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE  (Candle of Peace)    The Raymond Family 
 

SCRIPTURE   Malachi 3:1-4 

 

 



 UNISON PRAYER OF ADVENT 

All-powerful God, increase our strength of will for doing good, that Christ may find an    
eager welcome at his coming and call us to his side in the kingdom of heaven, where he 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit one God, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

**HYMN #113  NCH (verses 1 & 2)    Little Bethlehem of Judah 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION (unison:  Tune: O Little Town of Bethlehem) 

 O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 

 Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 

 We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 

 O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! 

 

Words of Assurance    Luke 1: 68-69 

 

PRAYERS  

  Celebrations and Concerns of the Congregation 

  Silent Prayer  

  Pastoral Prayer 

Choral Response (#769 NCH)       Hear our Prayer O God, hear our prayer, O God;  

                                  incline your ear to us, and grant us your peace. Amen. 

 

READING      The Bells of Christmas            Sara Trup 

Christmas joy naturally overflows into music. About the fourth century A.D. bells first pealed 

forth in glad song at Christmas. Of all our Christmas symbols, the bells have experienced the 

fewest changes.  Church bells, which have gladdened the hearts of people throughout the 

ages, are said to have been originated by Bishop Paulinus of Nola in Campania, Italy, who 

died in 431 A.D. From this name has come the Latin word for bell, campana. Medieval     

peoples had a tender feeling for bells. They were dedicated with prayers and regarded as 

almost living beings. Church bells in every community around the world, have found their way 

into each of our hearts. 

 

CAROL  (insert, verses 1 & 2)  Alleluia No. 1**  

 

READING     The Color Purple    Tom Linley 

The Advent Paraments and Advent wreath candles are purple because in ancient times,    

purple was the color of royalty. In the time of Jesus, purple cloth was very expensive and very 

rare. Only wealthy people could afford it. Then a law was passed that only people of the royal 

household would wear purple.  People thought the longed-for Messiah would be a mighty 

King, like King David. The people looked for the one of whom it was prophesied:  

Unto us a child in born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his 

shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The    
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everlasting Father, peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his 

kingdom...with justice from henceforth even for ever.  The zeal of the LORD of hosts will 

do it.                                                                                      Isaiah  9:6-7 

 

HYMN  #103  PH (verses 1 & 2)  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  

 

READING    The Sanctuary Evergreens      Lisa Raymond 

The most striking and the most universal feature of Christmas is the use of evergreens in 

churches and homes. Among ancient Romans evergreens were an emblem of peace, joy, 

and victory. The early Christians placed them in their windows to indicate that Christ had    

entered the home. Holly and ivy, along with pine, and fir are called evergreens because they 

are ever - green, ever - alive, even in the midst of winter. They symbolize the unchanging  

nature of our God, and they remind us of the everlasting life that is ours through Christ Jesus. 

Under Christian thought and sentiment, holly became widely used in church celebrations. 

Holly was considered as the burning bush, or a symbol of Mary whose being glows with the 

Holy Spirit. The red berries represented the blood drops from the thorns in the crown of     

Jesus. In Isaiah 60:13 we find these words: "The Glory of Lebanon shall come unto you, the 

fir tree, the pine tree and the box together, to beautify the place of your sanctuary." Our         

forefathers called the procuring of these evergreens, "Bringing home Christmas!" 

        All are invited to help us deck the halls with Christmas Greens as we sing. 

 

Advent Carols #104 PH (verses 1 & 2)   Comfort, Comfort Ye My People  

   

READING    The Christmas Tree                Claudia Nielsen 

Today, the Christmas tree is the center of our festivities. Glittering with lights and ornaments, 

it is a part of the beauty and meaning of Christmas. The first use of the Christmas tree was in 

the medieval German Paradise Plays, held outdoors and portraying the creation of human-

kind. The Tree of Life was a fir tree decorated with apples. Later other ornaments were hung 

upon them, such as paper flowers and gilded nuts. In England branches or whole trees were 

forced into bloom indoors for Christmas. From these beginnings the use of a tree at       

Christmas was established.  

 

Martin Luther was perhaps the first to use a lighted tree. The story is told that on one     

Christmas Eve Martin Luther wandered outdoors and became enraptured with the beauty of 

the starry sky. Its brilliance and loveliness led him to reflect on the glory of the first Christmas 

Eve as seen in Bethlehem's radiant skies. Wishing to share with his wife and children the          

enchantment he had felt, he cut from the forest an evergreen, glistening with snow, and took 

it home. He placed upon it candles to represent the glorious heavens he had seen. The use 

of a candle-lighted tree spread to all Europe, then America came to regard it as the  central   

ornament of Christmas. 

   Please sing with us as we light our trees.  
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CAROLS:     O Christmas Tree: German Carol   

O Christmas Tree! O Christmas Tree!  How lovely are thy branches; 

O Christmas Tree! O Christmas Tree!  How lovely are thy branches; 

Not only green when summer's here,  But also when 'tis cold and drear. 

O Christmas Tree! O Christmas Tree!  Thy leaves are so unchanging! 

O Christmas Tree! O Christmas Tree!  How richly God has decked thee! 
O Christmas Tree! O Christmas Tree!  How richly God has decked thee! 
Thou bidst us true and faithful be,  And trust in God unchangingly. 
O Christmas Tree! O Christmas Tree!  How richly God has decked thee!  

    

READING  The Nativity Crèche                  Priscilla Twombly 

One of the most heart-warming expressions of Christmas is the Nativity crèche. The Nativity 

speaks of the mystery of God's wisdom. Why God chose to send his son into our world as a 

baby of humble birth, born in common surroundings, we do not know. What we do know is 

that God reached out to all people including the poor and wealthy, the simple and the wise, 

the powerless and the powerful. At the crèche, we find ourselves with Mary and Joseph; 

with the Shepherds, and with the Wise Men; bowing before the manger, overwhelmed by 

God's expression of love in coming to us. Today we display a Nativity in our sanctuary. 

Christmas Eve will bring Jesus to the manger as we celebrate his birth and glory.                   

             All are invited to help us set up the Nativity Crèche as we sing.   

 

CAROLS:  #140 PH (verses 1 & 2) What Child is This Who Laid to Rest  

  

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES  

 Gathering of the gifts with Offertory 

 Offertory  #141 PH   The First Nowell    

 Presentation of the gifts with praise 

**Doxology #515 PH~ Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  Praise him all creatures here    
                   below;  Praise him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 

 

Prayer of Dedication   

 

READING   The Gifts of Christmas              Grace Raymond  

From the beginning of Christmas celebrations, gift giving has been a part of the season.  The 

Wise Men brought their treasures, the Shepherds their wonder, and the angels their praise:  

All in response to the Gift of God in giving Christ as the Savior of the World. Unique in our 

history of generous givers is the story of Saint Nicholas, Bishop of Myra in Lycia in the fourth 

century A.D. He is reputed to have been wealthy, his emblem being three purses and three 

golden balls. This was the symbol of rich Italian families of his time. It survives today in the 

signs of some of our pawnshops. The good Bishop gave his money away secretly to those 

whom he found in need. He was deeply interested in young people, giving his wealth       es-

pecially to young women whose lack of a dowry was affecting their matrimonial future, and to 

needy boys. Gifts coming from unknown sources were commonly attributed to him and par-
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**  Those who are able may stand 

ents customarily gave him credit for their gifts to their children. The discovery of his     gener-

osity is said to have been made by the father of three dowry-less daughters. The eldest two 

each received from the chimney on successive nights a substantial gift of gold with her name 

on it. The father resolved to watch and see who their generous benefactor could be. His vigil 

revealed the good Saint Nicholas as the donor of the gifts. His name survives today as the 

human embodiment of unselfish giving. 

 

We invite you to come forward to choose a Covenant to Care Gift Request from our Gift Tree 

as we sing. 

 

**HYMN # 129 PH (verses 1 & 2) It Came Upon A Midnight Clear 

 

**BENEDICTION 

 

**PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 
*POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A blessed Advent to you! Today as we worship, we begin the season of anticipation, hope 

and preparation for the coming Messiah. Welcome.   

If you are visiting we invite you to sign our gust book and everyone is  

invited to join us for fellowship across the street in the Old Academy Building. 

 

Church office hours - The office will be open Monday— Friday from 9:30 am -1:30 pm. Rev. 

Amanda is in Sunday—Thursday from 9:00 am - 2:00 pm.  For a pastoral emergency, please 

call Rev. Amanda 860-449-4439. 

 

Prayer List  -  Please keep all who mourn or need special prayers of intention, Kathy, Rich 

Benedict, Pat Glaser, Sara Trup, our congregation and friends of our community.  You may 

call or email the church office to add or remove a name from the list. Thank you for your  

prayers. 

December Confirming and Welcoming Deacon — Leon March 
Offering  — Ken and Priscilla Twombly 

Advent Candle Lighting —  The Raymond Family 
 Readers—  Sara Trup, Tom Linely, Lisa Raymond, Claudia Nielsen, Priscilla 

Twombly, Grace Raymond, Suzanne Lovejoy 
  Coffee Hour — Barbara Trup and Sara Trup 



  

The Next Food Kitchen - at The Bridgeport Rescue Mission  is Tuesday, December 21st. 

Sign up in the church hall or call or email the office to see what may be needed. 

 

Food Pantry - Non-perishables for The Bridgeport Rescue Mission may also be dropped off 

any time  during the month at the OA building . 

 

Poinsettia Orders - See insert— Virtual flower orders by December 16th. 
 
Joel Barlow Holiday Sing-A-Long December 11th - Join us in welcoming the Joel Barlow 
A cappella choir for a Sing-A-Long on December 11th at 6:30 PM.  The event is free and 
open to everyone. The caroling will take place in our sanctuary.  There will be cookies, and 
hot chocolate to follow in the Old Academy. Snow Date: December 18th. 
 
Cookie Walk—Was yesterday, thank you to all who volunteered to work the event and bake! 

 
Christmas Pageant - Our Christmas Pageant will be held Sunday, December 19th.  All     

children are invited to participate, it’s not too late.  Please call the office if you are interested. 

 

Christmas Eve Choir  - If you would like to sing in our Christmas Eve Choir, please speak 
to Rev. Amanda. Choir rehearsal dates will be announced.  
 

Altar Flowers and Coffee Hour - Altar Flowers for Sunday worship are a beautiful addition 

to our services. You may order or provide the flowers yourself, or have the office order them.  

Coffee Hour is an exciting part of our congregational life. If you would like to host a Sunday 

or be included in the rotation (more hosts are needed for the rotation), please contact the 

church office.  

 

Christmas Gifts for Families of Covenant to Care 
Our adopted Social Worker Jorge Ball has given us the names of children and adults who 
need some help with Christmas gifts this year.  If you have taken a child’s name, please be 
sure to mark your information on the sign-up sheet. 
Gifts should be in the church hall by Wednesday, December 15th. 
 
 
 

                The Flowers are dedicated today by Caren Laskay 

 

                                    in Memory of Charlie & Melba Laskay 



LARGE PRINT BULLETINS ARE AVAILABLE 
PLEASE ASK AN USHER FOR ASSISTANCE 

The Reverend Amanda Ostrove 
Organist, Anthony Procaccini 

Council Chair, Phillip Doremus                 Deacon Chair, Nathalie Taranto 
Michelle Szabo, Church Secretary                      Sara Scoran, Sexton 

    

For pastoral emergencies after office hours call Rev. Amanda 860-449-4439 

 
 
Calendar 
 
 
Sunday, December 5  Second Sunday of Advent  
 10:00 a.m.   Hanging of the Greens 
 11:00 a.m.   Coffee Hour 
 
Saturday, December 11  ________________________ 
 6:30 p.m.   Joel Barlow Holiday Caroling in Sanctuary 
 
 
Sunday, December 12  Third Sunday of Advent  
 10:00 a.m.   Worship 
 11:00 a.m.   Coffee Hour 
 
Sunday, December 19  Fourth Sunday of Advent   
 10:00 a.m.   Worship & Christmas Pageant 
 11:00 a.m.   Coffee Hour 
     
  
















