
PRELUDE  

                 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING WORD    

  

**RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP  (Based on Exodus 15:1, 2a, 11*)    
Let us sing to the LORD, for he is highly exalted.  

The LORD is my strength and my defense; he has become my salvation. 
Let us sing to the LORD, for he is highly exalted.  

He is our God, and we will praise him, the God of our ancestors, and we will exalt him. 
 

Who among the gods is like you, LORD? Who is like you— majestic in holiness, awesome in glory, 
working wonders?”  

All: Let us sing to the LORD, for he is highly exalted.  
 

UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

 Gracious God, make each of us an instrument of your grace. Weave us into a community 

 showing forth your power and tenderness. Bless us and our differences and under gird our 

 courage to stand together. We call on you today to gather us in your love. Lead us to better 

 know you and glorify you on each step of the journey of our lives. In the name of Jesus, hear 

 our pray. Amen. 

 283 NCH Ѳ 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me; Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.                   

         Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

CHILDREN’S TALK   

 The Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

(All children are encouraged to join our Sunday School in Children’s Worship following the Children’s Talk) 

 

The church on the hill 

The 
CONGREGATIONAL          CHURCH of EASTON 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost                                      September 19, 2021 
Rev. Amanda Ostrove 

Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88440646436?pwd=REEzdGVlVVhFNTFwMkZSMHlpU29LZz09 

To join by telephone: 1-929-205-6099 Meeting ID: 884 4064 6436, Passcode: 469663 

**  THOSE WHO ARE ABLE MAY STAND  
 PH— Red Pilgrim Hymnal           NCH— Black New Century Hymnal 



**HYMN # 518 Chalice  This is a Day of New Beginnings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



CALL TO CONFESSION    

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from Your ways like lost sheep. We have 

followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended against Your holy laws. 

We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; and we have done those things which we 

ought not to have done. O Lord, have mercy upon us. Grant that we may hereafter live a God focused life; 

in Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

Words of Assurance 

**Response of Praise # 513 PH Ѳ  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;                

                                      As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be world without end. Amen. 

  

PRAYERS Celebrations and Concerns of the Community 

   Silent Prayer 

   Pastoral Prayer    

 Choral Response: #769 NCH 
Ѳ 

  Hear our prayer, O God, hear our prayer, O God; 
           Incline your ear to us and grant us your peace. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURES 
  Ezekiel 37:1-14    Pew Bible pg. 747 

The Valley of Dry Bones 

37 The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me 
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me all round them; there were very many lying 
in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O 
Lord God, you know.’ 4 Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear 
the word of the Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath[a] to enter you, and you 
shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put 
breath[b] in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.’ 

7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, 
and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had 
come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, 
‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath:[c] Thus says the Lord God: Come from the 
four winds, O breath,[d] and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’ 10 I prophesied as he commanded 
me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
 
11 Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones are dried 
up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” 12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the 
Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will 
bring you back to the land of Israel. 

13 
And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, 

and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14 I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I 
will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says 
the Lord.’  

 
 John 11: 1-45     Pew Bible pg. 934 

The Death of Lazarus 

11 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 Mary was the 
one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So 
the sisters sent a message to Jesus,[a] ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This 
illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through 
it.’ 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus
[b] was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 

7 Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ 
8 
The disciples said to him, ‘Rabbi, 

the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?’ 9 Jesus answered, ‘Are there 
not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of 
this world. 10 But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.’ 11 After saying this, he 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ezekiel+37%3A1-14&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-21403a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ezekiel+37%3A1-14&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-21404b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ezekiel+37%3A1-14&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-21407c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ezekiel+37%3A1-14&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-21407d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+11%3A+1-45&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-26516a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+11%3A+1-45&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-26519b


told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.’ 12 The disciples 
said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about 
his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, 
‘Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to 
him.’ 16 Thomas, who was called the Twin,[c] said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die 
with him.’ 

 
 
**HYMN # 553 NCH    There is a Balm in Gilead 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+11%3A+1-45&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-26529c


MEDITATION    Destruction + Doubt + Struggle = Hope 
 

In our world, in our life experiences, it can be easy to become overwhelmed and disheartened. It is easy to lose hope in the 
future. We all go through hard times in our faiths when we come to question all that we once believed in. Sometimes this is 
spurred on by medical struggles, emotional struggles, death and other loses, financial woes, war and violence, or even the state 
of our global world. When we look around, there can be so much happening in our worlds that acts as proof for some that 
there is no reason for investing our energies in God’s hope. A good friend of mine in seminary was on the same track towards 
ordained ministry as I was. We took many of the same classes and in fact he even landed a ministerial position in a church in 
Northern Connecticut long before graduation.  
 
He went on mission trips one to two times a year and truly believed in all that the Bible preached never so much as question-
ing a single word that he read. However, he also suffered many loses in that time and struggled with overwhelming depres-
sion. As time went on, it became apparent that he had lost direction and even his faith because he couldn’t marry his more 
conservative beliefs with what he experienced day in and day out. So, he left the program with a lesser degree and left the 
ministry entirely. He couldn’t find hope in the barrenness and pain that he experienced in the world.  
 
We all have had those experiences that shake the very foundations of all that we placed our trust in falling into periods of time 
where cynicism wins out over hope. These are indeed very dark times in a believer’s life. Jayce O’Neal writes, “Cynicism is 
when a small mind and a hurt heart reject the hope, love, and truth of a big caring God”. As human beings, we try to fit all of 
life’s experiences into our own understanding of how God acts in this world. This is natural. I do this myself. And it is incredi-
bly frustrating when those experiences force us to see God differently, force our minds and our hearts into this painful period 
of growth and change.  
 
This is what we see happening in Ezekiel and in the story of Lazarus. The people of Israel had gone through probably one of 
the worst experiences as a whole people that they could possibly be asked to endure. The Babylonians had come through Isra-
el and asked for tribute and made them a vassal state of Babylon and at some point, Israel decided to rebel looking not be be-
holden to tyrannical powers anymore. Well, Babylon reacted strongly coming through with mass forces and leveled Israel to 
the ground pillaging, raping, enslaving, and abducting the entire population and spreading them throughout the empire to far 
off lands including to Babylonia.  
 
They lost their families, their places of worship, and they were expected to assimilate completely into Babylonian culture. The 
people were so thoroughly beaten that they began to lose hope and faith in God. The suffering and defeat were so complete 
and they were so broken that they lost their identities and they began to doubt God’s presence in the pain. Their worldview 
had turned cynical. They no longer found comfort in the arms of their God and many no longer offered worship or prayer. 
They no longer trusted that God would hear their prayers and heal their wounds. The Babylonians had not only militarily con-
quered them; they conquered them spiritually which was the aim of this type of conquest.  
 
Through Ezekiel, God was reaching out to his people to rekindle a faith in them from the depths of their suffering. His oracle 
to Ezekiel is still awe inspiring to this day. And is one of my favorite oracles of the Old Testament because it is still such a 
powerful message for us when life and struggles conquer our spirits as well. The image God shows Ezekiel is graphic, as the 
dead dry bones are reassembled and the sinews are regrown and the flesh reappears. And the whole ordeal is finalized with the 
breath of life being gifted to them once more. This solidifies just what God can do, what he intends to do, and most important-
ly that he has not forgotten his people who suffered greatly.  
 
These images show us that during these times of hardship, God is rebuilding and doing something new inside each of us, re-
building us into stronger people. Our scriptures say, “I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on 
your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord”. This is what God is doing when 
we experience those events that shake the very foundations of what we believe. And if we let him, God will resurrect a new 
life from our endings and hardships. Jesus shows us in the raising of Lazarus that we are never left to suffer and die alone 
completely abandoned by our God. But rather our God is doing something great in the hardship and creating new life.  
 
In that creation there will be pain, there will be suffering, but when we come through on the other side, there will be a new 
openness in our relationship with others, a new understanding of the works of God, and a new openness to the movement of 
the spirit and God in our lives. So, in those times of doubt, don’t flee or give into the cynicism of the world, look instead to 
God. We are being challenged today, just as the disciples were in Jesus’ time and the people of Israel were during the 6th cen-
tury BC, to search out what God is doing new and to place our trust in him intentionally during those times. We are being 
challenged to turn away from the ways of the world in our search for answers and seek the only one who can offer the comfort 
and strength that our souls need: God. So, this week, take the time to imagine the possibilities of what God is doing in our 
communities, in our hurting world, and in our troubled lives. And ask yourselves “What is God doing in these dry times of our 
lives? What new hope is being built in us?”   
 

1 Jayce O’Neal, 21st century author of Crazy Circus World. 
2 Ezekiel 37: 14, NRSV. 



 Ѳ283 Spirit of the Living God © Birdwing Music, 1963, Sparrow Corp.  -   Ѳ 515 PH  Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow; T. 
Ken, L. Bourgeois   Ѳ 769, Prayer Response, Meditation; Music: George Whelpton   Used by permission.       CCLI License # 298778 

 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES 
Gathering of the gifts with Offertory 

Offertory Anthem # 530 Chalice      I’ve Got Peace Like a River  

Presentation of the gifts with praise 

**Doxology: #515 PH∞ 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him all creatures here below;                

 Praise him above ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS 
 

**HYMN # 433 NCH   In the Bulb There is a Flower 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

**BENEDICTION (Threefold Amen)   
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
Flowers this week given by Claudia Nielsen in memory of  

Walter “Terry” Breslav, Jr. 3/1/30—10/1/85 
 
 
Welcome to worship.  In the name of God — Father, Son and Spirit — we enter together into worship. Amen.  We 
invite our visitors to sign our guest book. 
 
Church office hours —  The office will be open Monday— Friday from  9-1. Rev. Amanda is in Sunday—Thursday 

from 9 to 2.  For a pastoral emergency, please call Rev. Amanda (860-449-4439).   

 

Prayer List  -  Please keep our members and friends in your prayers; Arnetta McCallister, Sara Trup, all who mourn 

or need special prayers of intention, our congregation and friends of our community.  You may fill out a Prayer Re-

quest card or call or email the church office to add or remove a name from the list.  Thank you for your prayers.   

 

The Next Food Kitchen at Bridgeport Rescue Mission is Tuesday, September 21st. Please see the sign up 

sheet if you have not already signed up.  Non-perishables for Bridgeport Rescue Mission may also be dropped off any 

time at the OA building and are brought to the pantry when we serve dinner later in the month. 

 

Altar Flowers —    Altar Flowers for Sunday worship are a beautiful addition to our services. You may order or pro-

vide the flowers yourself, or have the office order them.   

  
Merton House— Each month we collect travel sized toiletries for Merton House Shelter that works to help those 
seeking aid get what they need. Please consider donating your travel sized toiletries to this cause. The basket is lo-
cated in the church hall across from the doors. 
 
Children’s Worship —  Children start worship in the church at 10:00 am and then move to the fellowship hall follow-

ing the Children’s Talk. 
 

Family Picnic –Thank you all for your help in putting on such a wonderful event. 
 
Fall Bible Study -- Bible study meets every Wednesdays staring at 3:30 PM for the study of the Genesis 11:30-
25:18. We are studying the history of the family of Abraham. This is offered in person in the Bishop Room and over 
zoom.  
 
Guided Meditation -- Looking for a way to relax and connect with God? Then join us over zoom on Thursday nights 
at 7 PM for a guided meditation. This promises to offer respite from the stresses of the week and a moment of relaxa-
tion.   

 

Confirming Deacon for September —  Daily Colonnese 
Offerings —TBD  Zoom Facilitator — Jim Bromer 



The Reverend Amanda Ostrove 
Organist, Suzanne Lovejoy 

Council Chair, Phillip Doremus                 Deacon Chair, Nathalie Taranto 
Erica Caldwell, Church Secretary                      Sara Scoran, Sexton 

    

For pastoral emergencies after office hours call Rev. Amanda (860-449-4439) 

 

 

Calendar 
 
  
Sunday, September 19   Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 10:00 a.m.   In person Worship in the Sanctuary and zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88440646436?pwd=REEzdGVlVVhFNTFwMkZSMHlpU29LZz09  
 10:15 a.m.   Children’s Worship 
 
Wednesday, September 22         
 3:30 p.m.   Bible Study Bishop Room and Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86929899126 
 
Thursday, September 23         
 7:00 p.m.   Guided Meditation via Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89414286446 
 
Sunday, September 26   Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 10:00 a.m.   In person Worship in the Sanctuary and Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88440646436?pwd=REEzdGVlVVhFNTFwMkZSMHlpU29LZz09 
 
 
  
 

  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88440646436?pwd=REEzdGVlVVhFNTFwMkZSMHlpU29LZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86929899126
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89414286446
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88440646436?pwd=REEzdGVlVVhFNTFwMkZSMHlpU29LZz09

