
ORGAN PRELUDE       
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OPENING WORD 
 

**CALL TO WORSHIP  

We come to you, O God, to thank you for what is good. 

 We come to you, O God, to cry out for what is wrong. 

We come to you, O God, to ask for help and restoration. 

 We come to you, O God, with aching hearts and glad souls. 

Let us worship God. 

UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

Heavenly God, you are the giver of life. You are the light to the lost. The educator for those who seek 

knowledge. You are the comforter to those who grieve. You are all things to all people. Unite with us, this day, 

as we come to you in worship seeking knowledge, understanding, joy, new beginnings, and direction. Make 

your presence known in inspired hearts and peaceful minds. Move through this community as the    music 

moves through this sanctuary and create new beginnings in each person this day. In Jesus’ name we pray, 

Amen. 

   #283 NCH∞   Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me; Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

                         Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

CHILDREN’S TALK 
 The Lord’s Prayer  (debts)   
 

**  Those who are able may stand 
 PH— Red Pilgrim Hymnal  NCH— Black New Century Hymnal   LBH—Little Blue Hymnal 

The church on the hill 

The 
CONGREGATIONAL          CHURCH of EASTON 

Third Sunday after Pentecost        June 13, 2021  
   Rev. Amanda Ostrove 

 
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88440646436?pwd=REEzdGVlVVhFNTFwMkZSMHlpU29LZz09 

To join by telephone: 1-929-205-6099 Meeting ID: 884 4064 6436, Passcode: 469663 

 Ѳ283 Spirit of the Living God © Birdwing Music, 1963, Sparrow Corp.  -   Ѳ 515 PH  Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow; T. 
Ken, L. Bourgeois   Ѳ 769, Prayer Response, Meditation; Music: George Whelpton   Used by permission.       CCLI License # 298778 



 
**HYMN #37 LBH    Open My Eyes, that I May See  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CALL TO CONFESSION 
Holy God, we recognize that you are eternal, ever-present, and boundless in love and care for all your crea-

tion. Yet there are times when we fail to see you in our daily experiences. Sometimes our imperfect nature 

gets in the way of truly living each day into your love. Sometimes fear prevents us from connecting with you 

and each other. Sometimes misguided judgments prevent us from working together to live into your love, 

and we miss the chance to speak from our hearts. Sometimes doubt invades our hopefulness and we lose 

faith in your future. Holy God, remind us again of your presence hovering near us and in us. Free us from all 

that hinders the progress of the Spirit. Help us to see you in the moment-by-moment possibilities to live hon-

estly, to act courageously, and to speak from our wisdom. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

Words of Assurance 

  **Response of Praise #513 PH∞   Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

                                        As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be world without end. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS Celebrations and Concerns of the Community 

  Silent Prayer 

  Pastoral Prayer 

Choral Response: #769  NCH∞    Hear our prayer, O God, hear our prayer, O God; 

                                                     Incline your ear to us and grant us your peace.  Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURES  
 

   1 Samuel 15:34— 16:23    Pew Bible pg. 247 
 

34 Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul. 35 Samuel 
did not see Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul. And 
the Lord was sorry that he had made Saul king over Israel. 
 
16 The Lord said to Samuel, ‘How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being 
king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I 
have provided for myself a king among his sons.’ 2 Samuel said, ‘How can I go? If Saul hears of 
it, he will kill me.’ And the Lord said, ‘Take a heifer with you, and say, “I have come to sacrifice to 
the Lord.” 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall 
anoint for me the one whom I name to you.’ 4 Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and 
came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, ‘Do you come 
peaceably?’ 5 He said, ‘Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and 
come with me to the sacrifice.’ And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sac-
rifice. 
 
6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before 
the Lord.’[a] 7 But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his appearance or on the height of 
his stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on 
the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.’ 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab, and 
made him pass before Samuel. He said, ‘Neither has the Lord chosen this one.’ 9 Then Jesse 
made Shammah pass by. And he said, ‘Neither has the Lord chosen this one.’ 10 Jesse made 
seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen any of 
these.’ 11 Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all your sons here?’ And he said, ‘There remains yet the 
youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.’ And Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send and bring him; for we 
will not sit down until he comes here.’ 12 He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and 
had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, ‘Rise and anoint him; for this is the 
one.’ 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; 
and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out 
and went to Ramah. 

14 Now the spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the Lord tormented 
him. 15 And Saul’s servants said to him, ‘See now, an evil spirit from God is tormenting 

∞Spirit of the Living God D. Iverson, ©Birdwing Music, 1963, Sparrow Corp. © 1995, The Pilgrim Press   —- 513 PH Gloria Patri ; #515 PH 
“Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”    Words by Thomas Ken, Music Attr. To Louis Bourgeois   © 1986 The Pilgrim Press; 769 NCH 
Prayer Response Meditation—Ps 134:1 Music G. Whelpton © 1995 Pilgrim Press Used by permission.          CCLI License # 298778 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+15%3A34%E2%80%94+16%3A23%C2%A0&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-7602a


you. 16 Let our lord now command the servants who attend you to look for someone who is skil-
ful in playing the lyre; and when the evil spirit from God is upon you, he will play it, and you will 
feel better.’ 17 So Saul said to his servants, ‘Provide for me someone who can play well, and bring 
him to me.’ 18 One of the young men answered, ‘I have seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite who 
is skilful in playing, a man of valour, a warrior, prudent in speech, and a man of good presence; 
and the Lord is with him.’ 19 So Saul sent messengers to Jesse, and said, ‘Send me your son David 
who is with the sheep.’ 20 Jesse took a donkey loaded with bread, a skin of wine, and a kid, and 
sent them by his son David to Saul. 21 And David came to Saul, and entered his service. Saul 
loved him greatly, and he became his armour-bearer. 22 Saul sent to Jesse, saying, ‘Let David re-
main in my service, for he has found favour in my sight.’ 23 And whenever the evil spirit from God 
came upon Saul, David took the lyre and played it with his hand, and Saul would be relieved and 
feel better, and the evil spirit would depart from him. 

   
  2 Corinthians 5:6—17     Pew Bible pg. 1006 
 

6 So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we 
are away from the Lord— 7 for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 Yes, we do have confidence, and 
we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9 So whether we are at home 
or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10 For all of us must appear before the judgement 
seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether 
good or evil. 
11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are well 
known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. 12 We are not com-
mending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that you 
may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. 13 For if we 
are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14 For the love of 
Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have 
died. 15 And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for 
him who died and was raised for them. 

16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view;[a] even though we 
once knew Christ from a human point of view,[b] we know him no longer in that way. 17 So if an-
yone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has be-
come new! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+5%3A6%E2%80%9417&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-28878a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+5%3A6%E2%80%9417&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-28878b


**HYMN #449    Softly and Tenderly  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MEDITATION      Choosing a David or a Saul  

What are the qualities that accompany a good leader? (allow for congregation to answer) I know many 
people are looking for something very specific in their leaders whether they are political leaders, com-
munity leaders, or religious leaders. You might want someone with a strong personality, someone who 
isn’t too young because you want someone with experience, you might want someone who isn’t too old 
because you want to portray strength. Whether we know it or not, we all have an image in our minds 
when we are looking for someone to follow.  

When I was in seminary and shortly after I graduated, I came face to face with these notions of what a 
religious leader was to look like and I was not it. I was told that I was too young to lead. I was told that I 
should wait until after I had my future children. I was too unmarried for others. I was too short for some 
because I might not be tall enough for their enormous pulpits. I was told I was too pretty for this line of 
work. So how could I expect anyone to take me seriously. For most people, their idea of a good reli-
gious leader had a very clear and distinct image: a white middle aged man with a family.  

This is the same type of issue that faced Samuel as he searched for the next king of Israel. Saul had 
lost favor and it was time for someone else. Yet every single individual that caught Samuel’s eye was 
not the chosen of God. God’s image of a good leader was not the same as society’s. Society, at that 
time, looked for strong, young (but not too young), handsome, and tall. Yet, if we look at those require-
ments, do any of these tell us anything about the person, anything about their ability to lead religiously 
and politically? God choose people not based on their physical looks or physical abilities but rather up-
on their hearts and the talents and skills that he has uniquely gifted to each person.  

God still does the same thing for all of us. We are all called to lead in one way or another and he isn’t 
looking at age or looks but rather what you hold on the inside. We are also being challenged to not just 
follow someone purely based on a number, or a look, or their wealth, or anything that is superficial but 
to seek out those leaders whose hearts are true to the care of God’s people and God’s creation. Some-
one who seeks to honor God by truly caring for those around them, an individual who takes God’s call 
seriously.  

David fit the description of what God was looking for but not the definition of a leader that the people of 
his day would have been familiar with. Yet he became the best king of Israel’s history who faithfully 
lead his people both politically and spiritually. Jesus, too, did not fit the description of Messiah, that the 
people of his time looked for. The Messiah was to be of the line of David, a glorious king who would 
ride into Jerusalem and through military might defeat the enemies of Israel, cast out the intruders (i.e. 
the Romans) and bring glory to Israel once more. Instead, the Messiah we got was one by God’s de-
sign. Yes, Jesus was of the line of David but that is where the commonalities end.  

Jesus was poor, uneducated, and a pacifist. He sought out the poor and downtrodden, the marginal-
ized people of society and not the elite, the strong, or the pious. He was the furthest thing from a mili-
tary leader and he did not seek to run the Romans out of town. And with his leadership, we have found 
a more lasting kingdom and a more lasting freedom in our relationship with God. God doesn’t follow 
human designs for leadership and perhaps we should give him thanks for that. Because as we have 
seen with King Saul, human standards are often superficial and faulty. We don’t always know what the 
best qualities in a leader are and we can’t always tell what is authentic and what is a performance.  

We also don’t always recognize the leadership qualities that God has instilled in each one of us. Some-
times we discredit ourselves and turn from God’s call upon our lives because we don’t fit our definitions 
of a leader. Paul writes, “So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him”. The 
only thing those earliest church leaders relied upon as descriptors of a good leader was their desire to 
please God, to live in his ways and to share the good news, to live good honest lives. This is the quality 
that God sought out in a leader and found in the heart of David. This is the quality that was missing 
from Saul even though he tried to fake for a while. 

This is what we are called to search for in each other when choosing to follow someone else and this is 
what we need to trust in ourselves when we are being called to lead in God’s name whether it be in 



church as an elder, in our home communities, in outreach opportunities, in school, in public life, or in 
our families. I believe Henri Nouwen wrote it best when he said, “The way of the Christian leader is not 
the way of upward mobility in which the world has invested so much, but the way of downward mobility 
ending on the cross”. You know a good leader and you know when you are leading right, when it is 
done not for worldly reasons, not for prestige, but for the care of this world and all of creation with it, 
when leading is done because of love for God and a desire to honor all that he has called humanity to 
do.  

So go into this world and be discerning of the people that you let lead you. And work to trust in the 
leadership abilities that God has placed inside each of you. You do both of these simply by asking, 
“Why do they seek to lead?” The answer to that question, and that question alone, will let you know 
whether they possess the true qualities of a leader. It will let you know whether you have a David or a 
Saul. Seek those answers not in the words of their mouths but in the actions of their hands and in the 

ways of their hearts. This is what we are called to do to find the leader in others and within ourselves. 

1 
2 Corinthians 5: 9, NRSV.  

2 
Henri J.M. Nouwen, 20th century theologian.  

 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES 
Gathering of the gifts with Offertory 
Offertory Anthem   Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me  
Presentation of the gifts with praise 
**Doxology: #515 PH∞ 

Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise him all creatures here below;                
 Praise him above ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



**HYMN #353 PH    Lord, I Want to be a Christian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

**BENEDICTION  (Threefold Amen)   
     
**POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“The word is near you,” said the apostle Paul. “It is in your mouth and in your heart” 
(Romans 10:8, NIV). Let us proclaim and sing God’s word, that we may carry it always in our hearts. Wel-
come.   
 

Church office hours — Monday to Thursday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and Fridays 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. For pastoral 

emergencies when the office is closed, please call Rev. Amanda at 860-449-4439.  
 

Prayer List  -  Please keep our members and friends in your prayers; Arnetta McCallister, and those who 

mourn or need special prayers of intention, our congregation and friends of our community.  You may fill out a 

Prayer Request card or call or email the church office to add or remove a name from the list. Thank you for 

your prayers.   

 

New Worship guidelines — Worship may look very much like it did before Covid and that’s because most 

restrictions have been lifted. As per the CDC recommendations we ask that only those at heightened risk or 

who are unvaccinated wear masks. We ask that people self regulate. A zoom option will continue.  
 

Volunteers Needed  — We need volunteers to pass the offering plate and for collection. Please contact the 

office or sign up after worship. We also  need volunteers of individuals able and willing to run the computer 

zoom  for Sunday morning worship. If you would like to do this please contact Rev. Amanda at pas-

tor.cchurcheaston@gmail.com.  
 

Altar Flowers —    Altar Flowers for Sunday worship are a beautiful addition to our services. You may order 

or provide the flowers yourself, or have the office order them.  Just call the church office to sign up for a Sun-

day.  
  
Merton House— Each month we collect travel sized toiletries for Merton House Shelter that works to help 
those seeking aid get what they need. Please consider donating your travel sized toiletries to this cause. The 
basket is located in the church hall across from the doors. 
 

Food Pantry — We are still collecting non-perishable items to be donated to Alison Witherbee or Jorge Ball, 
our adopted social worker. Donations are dropped off at the OA building on the first Sunday of the month or 
any time during the week. If you have any questions, please contact the church office.  
 
Medicare Fraud Presentation — Mark your calendars to join us on June 29th at 12 noon to hear about the 
latest in Medicare Fraud. Please RSVP via the Easton Library calendar page or to the church office. If you do 
not have access to a computer let the office know and we will plan to have you join us in person from the 
church hall. This event is co-sponsored by the Congregational Church of Easton and the Easton Town Li-
brary. 
 
Save the Date for the CCGB Annual Meeting on June 14, 2021 7pm via Zoom — More details to follow. 
 

 

Food Kitchen for the Bridgeport Rescue Mission—Our Food Kitchen is this Tuesday June 15th. If you 
would like to sign up to bring something. We could always use more fruit or more chicken!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Confirming Deacon for June — Sara Trup 
Offering — The McCartys      Scripture Reader — Jonathan Stock 

Candle Lighter —   Kaleigh and Leah Baczewski 



The Reverend Amanda Ostrove 
Organist,  Suzanne Lovejoy 

 
Council Chair, Phillip Doremus                                            Deacon Chair, Nathalie Taranto 

Erica Caldwell, Secretary                                                     Sara Scoran, Sexton 
 

Church Office 261-2527           Website: www. eastonchurch.org           Email: CChurchEaston@gmail.com  

For pastoral emergencies call the church office or after hours call Rev. Amanda (860-449-4439) 

 

Calendar 
 
Sunday, June 13    Third Sunday after Pentecost 
 10:00 a.m.   In Person Worship in the Sanctuary and Zoom Worship 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88440646436?pwd=REEzdGVlVVhFNTFwMkZSMHlpU29LZz09 

 
Monday, June 14          
 7:00 p.m.    Virtual CCGB annual meeting 
 
Tuesday, June 15         
      Food Kitchen 
  
Sunday, June 20    Father’s Day 
 10:00 a.m.   In Person Worship in the Sanctuary and Zoom Worship 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88440646436?pwd=REEzdGVlVVhFNTFwMkZSMHlpU29LZz09 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88440646436?pwd=REEzdGVlVVhFNTFwMkZSMHlpU29LZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88440646436?pwd=REEzdGVlVVhFNTFwMkZSMHlpU29LZz09

