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Meditations from the Pastor
“Then Jesus told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there,
so that you may believe. But let us go to him."
John 11: 14-15
As a nation and as a world, we are in some very distressing times. Illness seems to be
prevailing around us, we are living our lives in isolation which brings with it depression,
anxiety, fear, and loneliness. For many people, these times feel very dark and dreary
indeed. But we need to remember that this is not the first time in the history of the world
that we have dealt with such hardships and the fact that this is happening during Lent and
Easter is an irony that is not missed on me. For Christ and the disciples also lived through
some very harrowing times. We are feeling the isolation, the fear, the doom that those early
followers of Christ felt themselves. And as such we can now appreciate the hope of the
scriptures in a new way.
In the story of Lazarus, Christ delays going to the aid of his friend who was languishing in
illness. He delayed his journey to his bed side until he was certain that his friend had died.
To Lazarus’ family, Mary and Martha, all was doom and darkness. They had lost their
loved one and he was now beyond bringing back. They lived in perpetual grief in those
days. Their sorrow, their suffering was so intense that it moved Jesus to tears. Yet he knew
that what he was about to do would do more than restore life to a lifeless body. He knew it
would inspire hope in the hearts of all of his followers which they would need in the
coming weeks with his own death and resurrection. A hope that could be clung to by his
future followers, as early Christians would be hunted and killed for sport. A hope that
inspired others to faith as Christians would have to live in hiding from a world that was
very dark.
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We too can take heart in the dark times we live in that even though it seems as if
Coronavirus is scary, overwhelming, and bringing about unprecedented times for our
country that this too will pass and from it perhaps we will gain a better understanding of
the world, ourselves, and what is truly important in life. Christ promised us that death was
not the end, that there was hope and life in our faith in him. Cling to that hope, embrace
that life, and allow for it to inspire you to use this time of isolation to connect with the
scriptures and with God on a whole new level.
That being said, Church services will not remain cancelled. We will not be gathering in
person in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings, but we will be gathering together from the
comforts of our homes with Zoom.
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I will email you the link to meeting and you will receive a bulletin by email to join in with us. All sermons will continue
to be posted on our website and there will be Bible study as well on Zoom. Meetings will hopefully continue this way as
well. We will be having Easter morning services online and Maundy Thursday deepening of the shadows service online.
You can always join us on Sundays by following the Zoom link or by calling the phone number provided. We hope
you will join us for these services and more. I am hoping to offer a guided meditation for you to follow at home to help
handle the stress of times. If you have any questions please feel free to call me on my cell phone 860-449-4439. If you
are not able or willing to join us online please contact the church office and let Laura know so we can mail you a copy of
the bulletin and the sermon each week. This is not ideal for everyone, we know, but online worship allows for us to still
gather and offer each other support in these very trying and scary times. We hope you all will join us.

Instructions for Joining us on Zoom
To join us on zoom, follow the link or call the phone number that I will email to you before worship. To follow along
in worship open the files posted on the church website or emailed to you earlier in the week. You do not need the files
to join. All are welcome to come and feel the community at worship, to join us in prayer, and to hear the scriptures and
feel the word of God.
Come and Join us for worship on Sunday mornings starting March 29th online. Come just as you are giving new
meaning to the hymn “Just as I am, without one plea”. Come with your tea, with your coffee, in pajamas and
comfortable clothes and still worship God and seek support and a word of hope.

2

Boards and Committee Reports
Board of Deacons

By the time you receive this, Rev. Amanda will have finished her maternity leave and be at the forefront (if not in the
pulpit) of our church family once again. Welcome back, Rev. Amanda, though it may be “virtual” for a time.
During Amanda's absence Laura, in the office, has been of limitless assistance to the Deacons (as well, I suspect, for
the other boards and committees of our church family). Thank you, Laura.
While we entered the Lenten Season (2/26, sans Amanda) without difficulty, as we moved into March our worship
services and all our lives were dramatically changed by the Covid-19 virus threat. The danger of said virus will hold
us in its grip for an unforeseeable future. Nevertheless, utilizing technology and amazingly creative minds, we will
attempt to fulfill, as best we can, the missions and business of our church for the near and, perhaps, distant future.
The Deacons will continue to meet via an online link at approximately 11:30 AM. the first Sunday of the month.
Board member are: Daisy Colonnese, Leon March, Sara Trup, & Nathalie Taranto.

Turn Around Church Committee
TAC will be discussing postponing our annual tag sale until the fall as we wait for Coronavirus to subside and for
people to be able to gather together safely again.

Stewardship Campaign
Even though we are not meeting in person on Sundays, your gifts are essential to keeping the church running in this
unprecedented time. So please mail in your pledges and your weekly gifts to the church office. We appreciate your
support in this time.

APRIL 2020

NEWS FROM THE HILL

3

Boards and Committee Reports
Christian Education
Children’s Worship and Education
Spring Bible Study
I have been planning and working on our next Bible Study. We will be studying 1 Corinthians this Spring. We meet on
Wednesdays from 3:30 to 4:30 on zoom. This is be a nine week study which will reveal the historical context of the
scriptures, the intent behind their writing, the origins, messages they impart, and the promises and advice they still hold
for us today. So please join us for our study and discussion.
When: Wednesdays fr om Apr il 15th to June 10th at 3:30 PM
What Do I Need: A Bible and a Note Book.
We will be meeting on Wednesday online through zoom until we are no longer social distancing.

Vacation Bible School
We will be assessing whether VBS will be possible this summer in the coming months.

March 29th – Online worship (keep an eye on your email) 10 AM
April 5th – Palm Sunday worship with communion online at 10 AM
Communion will be observed so make sure you have some bread and grape juice (or any drink) to participate in
online communion.
April 9th – Maundy Thursday worship at 7:30 PM online
April 12th – Sunday Morning Worship at 10 AM online
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Boards and Committee Reports
Board of Christian Outreach
Next St. Luke & St. Paul’s Food Kitchen — Please stay tuned regarding the status of the Food
Kitchen scheduled for Tuesday, April 21st.
Thank you to everyone who helped make March 19th’s Food Kitchen a success! On Mar ch 13th,
St. Luke & St. Paul's Episcopal Church requested that, in lieu of hot food, we provide individually
bagged meals. As usual, our congregation rallied and pulled together wonderful sandwiches, snacks,
chicken, beverages and more for those in need.

Food may be dropped off and put in the freezer or refrigerator ahead of time. Please mark that it is for
Soup Kitchen. Paper /pens/tape ar e next to the r efr iger ator . Until there is no longer a need for social
distancing, please e-mail or call the office to arrange drop off.
On the day of the soup kitchen, food should be fully defrosted and delivered to the church hall by 3 PM.
Volunteers are asked to arrive by 3:30 PM to help load cars. We will carpool to St. Luke & St. Paul's
Episcopal Church in Bridgeport, leaving Easton church hall at 3:45 PM.
Volunteers return by 6:30-6:45 PM.
For questions or to make monetary donations towards miscellaneous items, please contact the office.
St. Luke/St. Paul’s Food Pantry
Non-perishable food is collected on the First Sunday of the month, when we share Communion and remember those in
need of experiencing God’s abundance. They are delivered the day of the food kitchen and can be dropped off at the
Old Academy building during the month.
Merton House
We continue to collect sample or travel sized toiletries for Merton House. Until there is no longer a
need for social distancing, please e-mail or call the office to arrange drop off.
Your donations are greatly appreciated.

Easter Dinner Baskets for Covenant to Care
Our adopted Social Worker Jorge Ball has given us a list of families
in need of assistance to provide an Easter Dinner. If you would
like to provide a basket of food and/or a gift card for the families
of Covenant to Care please see the sign up sheet in the church
hall. “Baskets” and gift cards should be in the church hall no later
than Tuesday, April 7th.
At this time, please e-mail or call the office to arrange drop off.
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LILIES AND TULIPS
Lilies are the traditional decoration for Easter and tulips are a sign of new life and new
beginnings. Due to current circumstances, we will not be ordering live plants for the
Sanctuary. You may, however, order virtual flowers. The Board of Outreach will use the gifts
from virtual flowers for mission work.

Your Name:

_______________________________________________
(exactly as you want it to appear in the Order of Worship)
In Memory of

In Honor of

___________________________________

__________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Virtual flower order _________ @ 18.00 each

Virtual Total

$_______________

Please make checks payable to: The Congregational Church of Easton / memo: Virtual flowers.
Order forms with checks may be mailed. In the interest of time, please also e-mail the office
with your order, including the information listed above.

Orders are due by April 10th.
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Serving Schedule
April Confirming and Welcoming Deacon — Leon March
Offering

Collectors/Counters

April 5

Suzanne Lovejoy

D. Colonnese, C. Partridge

April 12 Easter

Leon March

The Twomblys

April 19

P. McCarty, N. Taranto

The Glasers

April 26

T. Linley, D. Colonnsee

N. Taranto/ C. Partridge

Coffee Hour

May Confirming and Welcoming Deacon — Daisy Colonnese
Offering

Collectors

Coffee Hour

May 3

S. Lovejoy

D. Colonnese, C. Partridge

Barbara Constable

May 10

Leon March

The Twomblys

The Marches

May 17

P. McCarty, N. Taranto

The Glasers

Suzanne Lovejoy

May 24

T. Linley, D. Colonnsee

N. Taranto, C. Partridge

Nathalie Taranto

May 31

S. Lovejoy

D. Colonnese, C. Partridge

Jon Stock

If you would like to participate in worship by doing the offering, or hosting coffee hour, please call a
member of the Board of Deacons or call or email the church office. If you are unable to serve as
assigned, please contact the church office.

Altar Flower and Coffee Hour Hosting for 2020

Hosting a Coffee Hour is a wonderful way also to celebrate a special occasion.
 Why: Celebrating a special day with your church family, to welcome people to a moment of
fellowship.
 How: Call the church office or send an email if you would like to be on our rotation to host
Coffee Hour or would like to just do a special date.
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April 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

23

24

25

10:00 AM Palm
Sunday Worship

10:00 AM Worship

7:30 PM
Maundy
Thursday
Tenebrae

3:30 PM
Bible Study

19

10:00 AM Worship

20

21
Food Kitchen

22

3:30 PM
Bible Study
Earth Day

26

10:00 AM Worship

27

28

29

30

3:30 PM
Bible Study
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May 2020
Sunday

3

10:00AM Worship
with Communion
11:00 AM
Coffee Hour
11:30 AM
Deacons

10

10:00 AM Worship
Children’s Church
11:00 AM Coffee
Hour

17

10:00 AM Worship
Children’s Church
11:00 AM Coffee
Hour

Monday

4

Tuesday

5

Wednesday

6

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

7

8

9

14

15

16

21

22

23

28

29

30

3:30 PM
Bible Study

11

12

13

3:30 PM
Bible Study

18

19

20

Food Kitchen

3:30 PM
Bible Study

24

10:00 AM Worship
11:00 AM
Coffee Hour

31

10:00 AM Worship
11:00 AM
Coffee Hour

25

26

27

3:30 PM
Bible Study
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