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"Small things start us in new ways of thinking." 

V.S. Naipaul, A Bend in the River, 20th century 

As we start a new year, many of us make those New Year’s Resolutions that are usually discarded and 

forgotten about by February. This often happens because either our resolutions are not realistic or are 

too big to manage. If we break down our desires for a life into what truly matters though then perhaps 

we can come up with realistic resolutions, ones that are manageable, ones that are achievable, ones 

that can truly make a difference in our lives and in the lives of others.  

 

Instead of focusing on the need to break bad habits, let’s focus on acquiring new attitudes and           

experiences. Let’s focus on experiencing the good and learning of God’s love for us. Small little      

changes, small little decisions will bring about new ways of thinking, new ways of experiencing the 

world, and new ways of feeling the Holy at work in our lives and world. Then what we truly need for a 

happy new year will come on its own to our lives. This year dedicate yourselves to finding God. Attend 

church regularly, seek out direction in the pages of our scriptures, participate in outreach projects that 

will help us feel the love of God flowing through our hands and into this world.  

 

Remember that as we continue our stewardship campaign, it is about dedicating ourselves to      

spreading the love of God through our gifts fiscally and our gifts of time and talent. This is our time to              

remember that our actions matter in the lives of others. This is our time to commit ourselves to a 

better more meaningful year. So if you haven’t remembered your pledge card it is not too late. This is 

promising to be an exciting year for our church as we continue in our work in the light of Christ.  

 

Upcoming dates to Remember:  

 January 8th due date for pledges 

 January 26th annual meeting following church 

 February 12th due date of Rev. Amanda’s son. I will be away on maternity leave for 6 
weeks following. Don’t forget to support and welcome our supply preachers Doug Halley and 
Rev. Frank Basler. 



3 

    

Please look to the Annual Report for updates from the Board. 

Boards and Committees Reports 

BOARD OF DEACONS 
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BOARD OF FACILITIES 

Thank you to those who generously volunteered their time to both replace and add lights around 

the outside of the Old Academy Building. Their hard work helps light up our walkways in these 

dark winter months. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Thank you to all who participated in  the Christmas Pageant last month! We are so appreciative 
of our volunteers and wonderful Sunday School Teachers! 

Children’s Worship and Education 

TAC will be meeting on January 12th. Please feel free to join us for this meeting. 

TURN AROUND CHURCH COMMITTEE 
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2020 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 

        

Dear Members and Friends of the Congregational Church of Easton,  

January 8th will be an important day in the life our church. This is the day that we ask members and 

friends to express their intended investment in the church for the coming year. Although we don’t always 

think of financial giving as an opportunity to tangibly express our love, devotion and  thankfulness to God, it 

is nothing less than that.  

As this day approaches, we would like to remind you that our church continues at a crucial juncture 

as we work to rebuild our community in Christ based on what we hold to be important: community,            

belonging, and the sense of being needed for Christ’s mission. We carry on with the “Turnaround Church” 

and we hope that you will continue to join us in our efforts to rebuild: realizing Christ’s mission anew, and 

working  towards a future of deeper spiritual enlightenment.  

We had a busy year in 2019 full of activities and fellowship. We look forward to another year filled 

with outreach opportunities, educational opportunities, and community events. We are hopeful in             

continuing our revitalization efforts in our church and community. We believe part of our continued mission 

must be to solidify our dedication to upholding our Christian works and education, our staff (Rev. Amanda’s 

upcoming maternity leave for example), and our historic buildings through our annual gifts to the               

congregation: financially and personally. Our challenge goal this year is $60,000 in pledges. We know this 

does not fulfill all our budgetary needs but we believe this is a good start.  

To that end, please see the pledging options suggested on the enclosed card which you may mail in, 

drop at the office or in the offertory plate; or respond electronically.  Please remember, your  increased 

pledge helps support our church family in all of our ministries including increasing our work with our       

Christian Education program, maintaining the inviting beauty of our historic buildings, and  allowing us to 

come together to realize the call of Christ through our increasing outreach efforts. We strongly urge           

submission of your intent by January 8, 2020 so we have solid budgeting information at our Annual           

Congregational Meeting to be held in early 2020.  

Some outreach highlights of 2019 have been: 

 Covenant to Care baskets – fulfilled for 10 families for Thanksgiving and 7 families for Easter 

 Covenant to Care Christmas Gifts – fulfilled gifts for 33 children and their parents 

 Soup kitchen – we regularly serve 45 people in need of a warm meal once a month all year 

 Project Sunshine – we assembled and sent out 371 activity packets for children undergoing treatments in 

the hospital  

 Harvest Dinner—we were able to help serve a family in need in Easton with the help of our local social 

worker. 

          (continued on next page) 
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Your support helps make all of this possible as well as our other ministries ranging from Sunday Worship,     

Children’s Church, Vacation Bible School, and so much more. We pray that this coming year will continue to 

lift up each one of you in Christ’s work. 

  

Many Blessings and Thanks, 

        

Phillip A. Doremus      Rev. Amanda Ostorve 

Chair of Council Church     Pastor 

         

2020 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 

336 Westport 

Road 
THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF EASTON 

PLEDGE CAMPAIGN 

Name  ______________________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________ 

City _____________________   State ______________  Zip Code ___________ 

I plan to give $ _______________  □ Weekly   □ Monthly    

□ Quarterly  for an annual total of $ ___________ 

I understand this commitment can be changed at any time by giving notice to the church office.  

 

   □   I would like Offering Envelopes.        

     □  I would like to talk with someone about including the church in my will. 
    

 Signature ______________________________________     Date ______________________ 

Keep For Your Records 

 

Pledge Year _____________ 

 

 

Amount ________________ 

 

 

Frequency ______________ 
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Boards and Committee Reports 

 

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN OUTREACH 

Merton House  

Please don’t forget your Merton House donations that go toward supporting adults and    

children who find themselves in need.  We continue to collect sample or travel sized toiletries 

for Merton House.  Please drop them off anytime and place in the basket at the entrance to 

the church hall.           

                         Your donations are greatly appreciated. 

Next St. Luke/St. Paul’s Food Kitchen — Menu for January 21st 

Chicken—any style—or your specialty,  Starches, Vegetables, Salad, Fruit, Desserts 

For questions or to make monetary donations towards miscellaneous items, please contact the  

office.   

We could always use more volunteers to transport and serve.  Please note that we will not be 

meeting at the church until 4:15 pm on Food Kitchen Tuesdays. 

Food may be dropped off and put in the freezer or refrigerator ahead of time. Please mark that it 

is for the Soup Kitchen. Paper/pens/tape are next to the refrigerator. 

On the day of the soup kitchen, food should be fully defrosted and delivered to the church hall by 

3:30 pm.   Volunteers are asked to arrive by 4 pm to help load cars.  We will carpool to St. Luke's/

St. Paul's in  Bridgeport, leaving Easton church hall at 4:15 pm. Volunteers will return by 6:30-6:45 

pm. 

Due to inclement weather,  St. Luke/St. Pauls’ Food Kitchen was closed. As some dropped off to 

the church prior to the cancellation, we do have some food already prepared in our freezer.  An       

e-mail will be sent out indicating what is still needed. 

 

THANK YOU . . .  

. . . for the gifts and gift cards that were donated to Covenant to Care families for 

Christmas.   Your gifts truly brightened the holidays for many families!   
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Today the Magi gaze in deep wonder at what they see: 

God in humanity, one whom the whole universe can-

Both Farmers’Almanac and The Old Famer’s Almanac predict another freezing, frigid, and frosty 
winter for  two-thirds of the country.  

When the weather is questionable, please check Channel 6       

(NBC-CT), Channel 8 (News8/MyTV9), or listen to WICC for   

information on services. 

Fun facts 
The longest word in the Bible is “Mahershalalhashbaz (Isaiah 8:3).[3]  

 
Dogs are mentioned 41 times in the Bible, cats are never mentioned. 

Igloos can be more than 100 degrees warmer inside than outside. 
And they’re warmed entirely by body heat. Since fresh, compacted snow is 
approximately 90 to 95 percent trapped air (meaning it can’t or transfer 

heat) it’s a great insulator. Many animals, such as bears, dig deep holes in 
the snow to hibernate through the winter. 
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 MANY THANKS TO - 

our deacons for a wonderful holiday season. 

 all those who volunteered for the cookie walk. 

  our volunteers and children who participated in the pageant. 

    those who provided gifts for covenant to care. 

    to those who sang in the Christmas Eve Choir. 

Scales  
 

In biblical context, scales symbolize judgment, particularly divine judgment. In Daniel 

5:27, the king is told he has been “weighed on the scales [by God] and found wanting.” Job 

also uses scales as a metaphor for judgment: “Let God weigh me in honest scales and he 

will know that I am blameless” (Job 31:6, NIV). Finally, scales may represent the         

archangel Michael, who is sometimes considered responsible for “weighing” the souls of 

the dead.  

     Christian Symbols 

Three Interwoven Circles  

 

Each circle in this symbol represents one of the 

Persons of the Holy Trinity — the Father, the Son 

and the Holy Spirit. The circles, having no         

beginning and no end, signify the Trinity’s eternal 

nature. The circles’ interlacing symbolizes unity. 

In the center is a triangle, an ancient symbol of 

the Trinity.  



9 

All of our members and friends are invited to serve as Ushers. If you would like to participate, please 

call a member of the Board of Deacons or call or email the church office. If you are unable to serve as 

assigned, please contact the confirming Deacon for the month.   

Altar Flower and Coffee Hour Hosting for 2020 

The Flower Calendar for 2020 is posted so you can select your special dates in celebration of       

birthdays, anniversaries or special occasions. You may order or provide the flowers yourself or have 

the office order them.   
 

Hosting a Coffee Hour is a wonderful way also to celebrate a special occasion.   

 Why: Celebrating a special day with your church family, to welcome people to a moment of  

fellowship.  

 How: Call the church office or send an email if you would like to be on our rotation to host  

Coffee Hour or would like to just do a special date. 

Serving Schedule 

January Confirming and Welcoming Deacon —Jon Stock 

 Ushers & Offering Collectors Coffee Hour 

January 5 S. Lovejoy D. Colonnese, M. Perkins The Marches 

January 12 The Marches The Glasers Nathalie Taranto 

January 19 P. McCarty, N. Taranto The Twomblys Suzanne Lovejoy 

January 26 D. Colonnese, T. Linley  N. Taranto, C. Partridge Daisy Colonnese 

February Confirming and Welcoming Deacon —Daisy Colonnese 

 Ushers & Offering Collectors Coffee Hour 

February 2 S. Lovejoy  D. Colonnese, C. Partridge Jon Stock 

February 9 The Marches The Twomblys Nathalie Taranto 

February 16 P. McCarty, N. Taranto The Glasers Suzanne Lovejoy 

February 23 D. Colonnese, T. Linley  N. Taranto, M. Perkins Jon Stock 
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 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 

 

2 3 4 

5   Epiphany 

10 am Worship w/
Communion 
11 am  Coffee Hour 
11:30 am  Deacons       
                 Meeting 

6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 

10 am Worship  
10:15   Sunday School 
11 am  Coffee Hour 
11:30 am TAC meeting 
 

COVE 

13 14 

 

 

17 

 

16 17 18 

19 

10 am Worship  
10:15   Sunday School 
11 am  Coffee Hour 

20 

Office closed 

21 

4:00 

Food Kitchen 

St. Luke/St. 

Paulôs 

22 23 24 25 

26 

10 am Worship  
10:15   Sunday School 
11 AM  

 

 

COVE 

27 28 29 30 31 

2020 
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February  2020 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 

2 

10 am Worship w/
Communion 
10:15   Sunday   
             School 
11 am  Coffee Hour 
 
 

3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 
10 am Worship  
10:15   Sunday School 
11 am  Coffee Hour 
11:30 am  Deacons       
                 Meeting 

 
 
 
Cove 

10 11 12 

 

Isaac OstroveΩs 

Arrival! 

13 14 

Valentines Day 

15 

16 

10 am Worship  
10:15   Sunday School 
11 am  Coffee Hour 

 

 

17 18 

 

Food Kitchen 

19 20 21 22 

23  

10 am Worship  
10:15   Sunday School 
11 am  Coffee Hour 
 
Cove 

24 25 26 27 29 28 
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NEWS FROM THE HILL . . .  
THE CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH OF EASTON 
Westport Road at Center Road 
P.O. Box 37 
Easton, CT  06612-0037 

 

Of all persons, the Christian should be best prepared for whatever the New 
Year brings. … In Christ he has disposed of a thousand enemies that other 
men must face alone and unprepared. He can face his tomorrow cheerful 
and unafraid because yesterday he turned his feet into the ways of peace 

and today he lives in God. The man who has made God his dwelling place 
will always have a safe habitation. 


