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Our Bible is full of spiritual practices that sometimes go unattended to by many Chris-

tians. But spiritual practices are what builds us up in God. It is through spiritual practices that 

we learn to tune into that still small voice of God and how God interacts in the world around 

us. I have heard the whole gambit of excuses on why people cannot participate in spiritual 

practices on their own time. I have been told, “I don’t know how to pray. I don’t have the same 

fancy words as you do”. We don’t need fancy words. We don’t need special formulas for con-

structing a prayer. We just need to talk to God like a friend.  

 

I have been told, “My life is way too busy to have time for spiritual practices”. Spiritual 

practices do not require hours of meditation. But they do require intentionality. We can easily 

set aside 10 minutes a day to read our scriptures, go for a walk in the quiet morning or evening 

and just observe the beauty that God has given to us. We can easily take on the practice of car-

ing for another as a way to observe God’s will in the world. We can easily center ourselves be-

fore our day begins by taking 5 minutes to just breathe.  

 

Many people have in general forgotten how to connect. We have forgotten how to con-

nect with one another and with God. So it is no coincidence that people suffer the effects of 

stress, depression, and exhaustion every day in their lives. We need to take the time to reignite 

those very personal relationships and conversations between us and God. To do this, we need 

to know a little something about different spiritual practices that might help create that con-

versation. So join us this summer as we learn and experience different practices. And know 

that anything that creates that conversation is a spiritual practice whether or not they have at 

one time or another been recognized practices of Christianity.  

Spiritual people are not those who engage in certain spiritual practices: they 

are those who draw their life from a conversational relationship with God. 

Dallas Willard 

 

Dear God,  
 
I saw the Grand Canyon this summer.  
Nice piece of work!  
 
Love,  
Kyle (age 9) 
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The month of May, while filled with many other church wide activities, did have some  

specifically related to Deacon tasks:  the Pentecost Sunday Celebration and Rev. Amanda’s 

participation in the Easton Memorial Day Service where she delivered the Invocation and 

the Benediction.   

One of the more memorable church wide events was the baby shower for Rev. Amanda and 

husband, Bill.  Sincere thank you to “Overseer” Jeanne, in the office, for coordinating tasks 

and needs.  A hearty thank you to all who prepared and contributed delicious victuals. 

With a continuing awareness to the church family’s Turnaround Congregation commit-

ment, Rev. Amanda, as she becomes better acquainted in our community, searches for 

more/other ways and means of enlarging our worship and outreach footprint; along with 

providing more opportunities in which parishioners and friends of our church community 

may participate. 

Rev. Amanda’s consistent presence among us does not, however, mean that we members 

may rest from our Turnaround commitment.  In entering into a Covenant with her, we have 

pledged our prayers and support in stewardship of time, talent and monetary contributions.  

Your support and input are vital, valuable and much appreciated. 

The next Deacons meeting is June 3rd at approximately 11:30 AM. 

Deacons 

Board of Facilities 

We are still working on the lights in the church hall.  Our septic system is also due for a cleaning 

this summer.  We also have had regular inspections of our Fire Extinguishers and Emergency 

Lighting system.  

The dandelion 

The dandelion’s pallid tube astonishes the grass,  
and winter instantly becomes an infinite alas.  
 
The tube uplifts a signal bud and then a shouting flower,  
the proclamation of the suns that sepulture is o’er.  
 

       —Emily Dickinson 
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Vacation Bible School Registration 
 
Name: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
School Grade: ___________________  Birthday  _____/______/_______    Age: ________ 
 
Parent’s Name(s) __________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ________________________________________ 
 
City: ____________________________ State:______________   Zip Code: ___________ 
 
Main Phone: (_____) _______________________   Cell: (_______) __________________________ 
 
E-mail:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Vacation Bible School 

Please join us for VBS, July 9th to the 13th from 9 am to 12 noon. We will be doing the VBS program called 

Super Heroes of the Bible. We will be learning about David, Esther, Daniel, Jesus, and many more. This is 

promising to be a week full of adventure, fun, arts and crafts, music, and games. All children from all reli-

gious backgrounds are invited to join us. Please see the registration form below and invite your neighbors 

and friends to join us. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Children’s Worship and Education 

Dramas (can be borrowed) 

Toy Sword, Spear, Armor, 

Sling,  

Crown, Knee pads 

2 Extra Large T-shirts 

Helmet 

2 Tennis Rackets 

 

Art and Activities 

3 sacks of smooth rocks 

Art Paint Brushes 

Crayola Paints 

Felt (any color) 

Plastic lacing needles 

Pipe cleaners 

Sequins 

Paper Towel Tubes 

Fabric Paint 

Green paper 

 

Food 

Mini marshmallows and Full 

Sized Marshmallows 

Sugar cookie dough 

Box of cookies 

Confectionary Sugar  

Crisco 

Margarine/Butter 

Sugar 

Eggs 

OJ 

Vanilla 

Flour 

Baking powder 

Strawberry jam 

Yellow Cake mix 

3 cans of frosting 

Pretzel sticks 

Caramel corn 

M&Ms 

Fruit Loops 

2 boxes Graham Crackers 

2 boxes teddy grahams 

ITEMS NEEDED FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL    
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BOARD OF CHRISTIAN OUTREACH 

Merton House  

We continue to collect sample or travel sized toiletries for Merton House.  Please drop them 

off anytime and place in the basket at the entrance to the church hall.           

                         Your donations are greatly appreciated. 

Next St. Luke/St. Paul’s Food Kitchen — Menu  for June 19th  
Chicken—any style—or your specialty,  Starches, Vegetables, Salad, Fruit, Desserts 

 

We served 40 meals on May 15th.    Thanks to our cooks/bakers/shoppers —  

Daisy Colonnese, Connie Wing, Barbara van Achterberg, Claudia Nielsen, Denise Bigelow,  

Rev. Amanda, Pat & Steve Glaser, Phil Doremus, Sara Baczewski, Barbara Trup, Cynthia  

Landry, Caren Laskay 
 

And our Preparers, Transporters and Servers  —   Cynthia Landry, Barbara van Achter-

berg, Denise Bigelow, Joan Bennett,  Sara Scoran, Barbara Trup.             

 
St. Luke/St. Paul’s Food Pantry  
Non-perishable food is collected on the First Sunday of the month, when we share Communion and remember those in 

need of experiencing God’s abundance.   They are delivered the day of the food kitchen and can be dropped off at the Old 

Academy building during the month.  
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June 6 is the final day for Spring Bible Study— See you again in October! 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Spring Bible Study 

A big thank you to Connie Wing, our Children’s Worship and Education Director,  for all her 

hard work during the year.    Sunday School begins again in September! 

Backpacks and School Supplies!    School begins early—When you see sales this 

summer pick up some bargains for our backpack and school supply collection for 

children of Covenant to Care.   

Children’s Worship and Education 

Thanks! 
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TAC meets again on June 24th. We will be discussing ideas for increasing usage of our facili-

ties, our upcoming picnic, and plans for welcome packages, and new ways to advertise our 

church. We want to say a very heartfelt thank you to everyone who volunteered and 

worked so hard on our annual Trunk Tag Sale.  Though it was a rainy day, we had fun and 

had a successful day.  Here are our upcoming events. 

 

June 9th: Computer Safety Course 3:00PM to 4:30PM 

July 9th to 13th: Vacation Bible School 

 

Idea Sharing: TAC will be having easel paper with topics out during the week and at coffee 

hour.  We ask that you add your ideas for activities and events to those lists for TAC to use 

for planning purposes. You may also email in your ideas.  

TURN AROUND CHURCH COMMITTEE 
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Board and Committee Reports 

STEWARDSHIP 

We have been well underway in our stewardship campaign for 2018. We would like to send out a special 

thank you to all those who already sent in their pledge card. Remember our pledges help to support our 

current missions, allow for the development of new missions, support our functions to educate people in 

the scriptures and ways of Christ in the world, and allows for us to continue maintaining our beautiful his-

toric buildings so future generations will continue to enjoy their beauty. Everyone’s pledge is important 

and essential to the life of our church. So if you have not already done so, please fill out your blue pledge 

card and mail it back to the church. Please remember to send your cards back as soon as possible to help us 

plan for the coming year. Your participation helps us to continue to serve Easton and our neighboring com-

munities.     Pledge challenge goal 2018: $65,000 

   Current Pledges: $52, 040.00 

   Current Pledge Count: 27 

Heifer Project 

Our Heifer Project has been very successful. We thank everyone who participated. We have far exceeded 

our goal of raising funds for a heifer. We brought in almost $1,500. Our Sunday School and the preschool 

downstairs will be deciding which additional animals to purchase with the funds to help those in need 

throughout the world.  
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Events 

 

June 9th – Computer Safety Course 3:00 to 4:30PM 

July 1st – Independence Day Worship 

July 9th- 13th – Vacation Bible School 
 

Bible Quiz 

1 

2 Fifty days after the Resurrection, a number of people who believed that Jesus was the long-
awaited Christ gathered in a Jerusalem home. Suddenly, a sound like a violent wind filled 
the house and something like tongues of fire rested on each person. They became filled with 
the Holy Spirit and their faces glowed with holiness. They began to utter other languages 
that the Spirit had given them the sudden ability to speak. It was an uncanny occurrence, 
one which the church recalls with awe and appreciation every Pentecost.  
 
In a way, the unique and powerful experience was the birthday of the church. So many peo-
ple were filled with the Spirit that their enthusiasm and charisma influenced a large number 
of other people to become Christians that very day.  
 
On that day how many people “devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellow-
ship?”  
 
A. 2,000  
B. 3,000  
C. 4,000  
D. 5,000  
 

In 2 Chronicles 7:11-22, there is a promise given by God to the Israelites. 

God asks them to do three things before he would forgive their sins and 

heal their land. The first requirement was to humble themselves. The sec-

ond was to pray and seek his face. The third requirement was one of the 

three choices below.  

 

A.   Sacrifice a young bull.  

B.   Turn from their wicked ways.  

C.   Choose a new leader.  

Answers 
1. B 
2.     B  The answer can be found in Acts 2:41.  
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Events Thank you!  Our Third Annual Tag Sale was held on Saturday, 

May 19, and even though it was held indoors we had a great day. 

We made $2,306 on sponsors, vendors, bake sale and raffle!   

Thanks to Leon March, Claudia Nielsen, Connie Wing, Nathalie 

Taranto, Daisy Colonnese, Barbara van Achterberg, Cynthia 

Landry, Caren Laskay, Phil Doremus, Tom Linley, Rev. Amanda and 

Bill Ostrove, Suzanne Lovejoy, Barbara Trup.  

And thanks to the Easton Police Explorers!!! 

  

Computer Security Information Course  
We will host a Computer Security Information Course on Saturday, June 9, 

from 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.   The fee is $15.00 per person and registration is 

advised.    

A registration form is below. For more information, please call or 

email the church office or check the website at www.eastonchurch.org 

Congregational Church of Easton 
Computer Safety Course 

Saturday, June 9, 2018    3:00 pm – 4:30 pm 
 

Name _______________________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip _______________________________________________ 

Email address ________________________________________________ 

Phone number ________________________________________________ 

 

How Many People Are Attending? ____ 

$15 per person     

Amount Enclosed _________________ 

Please make checks payable to the Congregational Church of Easton. 

 
____Please Sign me up to receive occasional e-mails about future events at the Congregational 

Church of Easton 
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Altar Flower and Coffee Hour Hosting for 2018 

 

Hosting a Coffee Hour is a wonderful way also to celebrate a special occasion.   

 Why: Celebrating a special day with your church family, to welcome people to a moment of  

fellowship.  

 How: Call the church office or send an email if you would like to be on our rotation to host  

Coffee Hour or would like to just do a special date. 

JUNE 2018                                                                                                                                                                                       NEWS FROM THE HILL 

All of our members and friends are invited to serve as Ushers. If you would like to participate, please 

call a member of the Board of Deacons or call or email the church office. If you are unable to serve as 

assigned, please contact the confirming Deacon for the month.   

Serving Schedule 

June Confirming and Welcoming Deacon — Jon Stock  

 Offering Collectors Coffee Hour 

June 3  S. Lovejoy,  N. Taranto The Twomblys  B. van Achterberg 

June 10  The Marches C. Partridge, N. Taranto  D. Colonnese 

June 17   P. McCarty, N.  Taranto The Glasers N. Taranto    

June 24  T. Linley, D. Colonnese M. Perkins, D. Colonnese S. Lovejoy 

July Confirming and Welcoming Deacon — Nathalie Taranto 

  Offering Collectors Coffee Hour 

July 1 D.Colonnese,  N. Taranto   The Twomblys B. van Achterberg 

July 8 The Marches N. Taranto,  C. Partridge D. Colonnese 

July 15 P. McCarty/ N.  Taranto  The Glasers N. Taranto 

July 22 D. Colonnese,  T. Linley D. Colonnese, M. Perkins   Suzanne Lovejoy 

July 29 S. Lovejoy, N. Taranto The Twomblys  

“In early June the world of leaf and blade and flowers explodes, and every sunset is different.”  

                John Steinbeck, The Winter of Our Discontent   
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2  

3 
10  Worship 

w/ Communion 

11  Coffee Hour  

11:30  Deacons 

 

Cove 

4 

 

5 

 

6 

 

3:30 pm 

Last Bible 

Study  

 

 

7 

 

8 

 

9 

3:00-4:30 

Computer 

Course 

10 

10  Worship 

11 Coffee Hour 

11:30 Council Meeting 

 

Cove 

11 12 13 14 15 16 

17   Father’s Day 
10  Worship 

11  Coffee Hour 

18 19 

 

3:45 

Food Kitchen 

20 21 

 

 

1st 

Day 

Of  

Summer 

22 23 

24 

10 Worship 

11 Coffee Hour 

11:30 TAC 

25 26 27 28 29 30 

June 2018 

 

 
And what is so rare as a day in June? Then, if ever, come perfect days. 

        James Russell Lowell 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

10  Worship 

w/ Communion 

11 Coffee Hour  

11:30  Deacons 

2 3  

 

5 6 7 

8 

10  Worship 

11 Coffee Hour 

  

9 

Vacation Bible 

 

10 

School Week  

11 
 

9 am 12 noon  

12 
 

Super Heroes 

of the Bible 

13 
 

14 

15 

10  Worship 

11 Coffee Hour 

16 17 

 

3:45 Soup 

Kitchen 

18 19 20 21 

22 

10  Worship 

11 Coffee Hour 

23 24 25 26 37 28 

29 

10  Worship 

11 Coffee Hour 

30 31  

2018 
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NEWS FROM THE HILL . . .  
THE CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH OF EASTON 
Westport Road at Center Road 
P.O. Box 37 
Easton, CT  06612-0037 

 

Computer Security Information Course 

Congregational Church of Easton 

336 Westport Road, corner Center Road 

 

Information on: 

Computer Security    Internet Safety 

 

Saturday, June 9, 3—4:30 p.m. 

         

$15.00 per person,  

Please register to guarantee a seat. 

To register, call 203-261-2527  or email: echurch@snet.net 

or visit our Website:  www.eastonchurch.org 


