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 Lent is normally a time when people feel called to reflect upon our sinfulness 

and our imperfect natures. This is important, but Lent is so much more than that. It is also a 

time to reflect upon the love of God shown to us in the willing sacrifice of Jesus. Jesus’ love for 

all of humanity prompted him to reach out to those in need, those who were suffering, and 

those who had made mistakes and bad choices in life. He reached out to humanity in the worst 

parts of their lives ministering them without judgment but rather with the intensity of God’s 

love. The intensity of that love reaches beyond the time of Jesus and into our lives each and 

every day. That love offers to each person healing where needed, companionship when lonely, 

guidance when lost, and comfort when grieving.  

 

Lent is the time to reflect upon that love and how that love has emerged in your lives 

over the past year. How has that love affected how you see the world? How has that love 

called you and moving you to more? And if it hasn’t,  I would urge you to spend some time 

each and every day finding the love of God in your lives. And then ask yourselves what does 

God expect me to do with this? This Lenten season we will be having three Lenten Dinner 

book discussions where we will explore not only Christ’s last words on the cross and the mes-

sage that those words conveys to a world in need, but also the love that those words invoke. 

Please consider joining us in these discussions. For more details see the article later in the 

newsletter.  

 

 We have a busy Lenten season so we urge you to mark your calendars with all the im-

portant dates. We also urge you to come and be a part of our annual meeting where there will 

be updates from the various committees and discussion about where we want to go next. This 

is a unique opportunity for members to come together and work for the future of the church. 

Our meeting is February 4 directly following worship. I hope to see everyone there.  

“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures 

forever.” 

Psalm 136:1 

If the weather is bad, please check Channel 6 (NBC CT), Channel 

8 (News8/My TV9) or Channel 12 (News12 Connecticut).   
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A not-so-gentle reminder that we are well into the third year of our Turnaround Church decision.  
Rev. Amanda’s present contract will end on August 10, 2018.  Before that date, we must stringently 
consider our options and make serious decisions based on those considerations.  While we have made 
progress in some of our ministries, in the midst of these joys we must cope with some disappoint-
ment. 
During the next few months, join in conversations, meetings and vital proactive decisions. 
And talking about being proactive, plan to enjoy participation and fellowship in upcoming activities 
and events: 
 Lenten Soup Suppers @ 6:30 PM on 2/14, 2/28 and 3/14     

     Book for study: “Final Words from the Cross” by Adam Hamilton (available in office) 
 Psalm Sunday Worship – 3/25        
 Maundy Thursday Service – 3/29 @ 7:30 PM      
 Easter Sunday Worship – 4/1         
 Turnaround Study-Brunch following worship on 4/8, 15, 22, 29 and 5/6   
 Discussion will be focused on the book “Weird Church.”     
 Bible study: “First Samuel” on Wednesdays @ 3:30 PM beginning 4/11 through 6/6 

Boards and Committees Reports 

BOARD OF DEACONS 
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Lenten Book Study 

This year for our Lenten Suppers, we will be studying Final Words from the 

Cross by Adam Hamilton. Let us know if you would like a copy of the book 

and the church office will put in an order. The books will cost $10. 

 

Lenten Devotionals 

Lenten devotionals are in for the start of Lent. If you are looking for a little 

extra something to help focus you for lent then pick one up in the church 

information center in the Old Academy Building or in the church narthex. 

This year we will be using Psalms for Lent: Devotions for the Sacred Season.  If 

you are unable to get to church and would like a copy please email or call 

the church and we would be happy to send one to you. 
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Boards and Committee 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Sunday School continues and we urge all families to feel free to bring friends and family to 

church. All children are welcome to join us in our Christian Education program.  

 Curriculum: All Together Now by Group 

 Our Winter teacher: Connie Wing 

In February, we will be learning about John the Baptist and the beginning of Christ’s life and 

ministry. Children will learn about Christ’s message and work and have fun doing it! We hope 

your children will join us on Sunday mornings.  

Children’s Worship and Education 
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Vacation Bible School 

Please join us for VBS, July 9th to the 13th from 9 to 12. We will be doing a VBS program called 

Super Heroes of the Bible. We will be learning about David, Esther, Daniel, Jesus, and many more. 

This is promising to be a week full of adventure, fun, arts and crafts, music, and games. All chil-

dren from all religious backgrounds are invited to join us. Please see the registration form below 

and invite your neighbors and friends.  

 

Vacation Bible School Registration 
 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

School Grade: ___________________  Birthday  _____/______/_______    Age: ___________ 
 

Parent’s Name(s) _____________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: ________________________________________ 
 

City: ____________________________ State:____________________   Zip Code: ___________ 
 

Main Phone: (_____) _______________________   Cell: (_______) __________________________ 
 

E-mail:___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

In April you will be receiving emails about giving opportunities for VBS.  
We are looking for volunteers. If you are interested please contact Rev. Amanda Ostrove. 
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Boards and Committee Reports 

 

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN OUTREACH 

Merton House  

We continue to collect sample or travel sized toiletries for Merton House.  Please drop them 

off anytime and place in the basket at the entrance to the church hall.           

                         Your donations are greatly appreciated. 

 

Next St. Luke/St. Paul’s Food Kitchen — Menu  for February 20th  

Chicken—any style—or your specialty,  Starches, Vegetables, Salad, Fruit, Desserts 
The January Food Kitchen was cancelled.  We were able to freeze some items, but please 

check the sign up sheet to see what still may be needed.   

St. Luke/St. Paul’s Food Pantry  

Non-perishable food is collected on the First Sunday of the month, when we share Communion and re-

member those in need of experiencing God’s abundance.   They are delivered the day of the food kitchen 

and can be dropped off at the Old Academy building during the month.  
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 Easter Dinner Baskets for Covenant to Care 

Our annual collection to provide holiday dinners for families 

of Covenant to Care is underway.  Each Easter basket con-

tains non-perishable food and gift cards.  We will have a 

sign up sheet as soon as Jorge gives us names of families 

who are in need.  

The “baskets” consist of non-perishables and a gift card for 

the family’s use to purchase fresh ingredients.  You may sign 

up for a full basket or a partial basket.    

Please call or email the church office to sign up for a family 

or see the sign up sheet in the church hall.   
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TAC met on January 28th and spent a lot of time discussing our Turn Around process: what was 

successful, what still needs work, and what needs to be done in the coming year. With this in 

mind, we would like to institute some church wide brainstorming sessions to help with new ideas 

for future activities and events to help increase attendance, membership, and visibility. We also 

worked on planning for the Heifer Project that we are working with NAPS on with a plan for 

Heifer Project Saturday on March 24th. We are also planning for a guided book study after church 

in April and early May on the book Weird Church where we will be looking at changing trends in 

religion and spirituality in the 21st century and how churches are speaking to those changes. And 

for a fun opportunity for the families of our church to get together for fellowship and games we 

will be doing a game day and we are hoping to invite people from the community to come and 

join us in a fun afternoon of games in the winter. So mark your calendars to join us on February 

24th from 2:30PM to 4:30PM. All people are invited to come.    

TURN AROUND CHURCH COMMITTEE 
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Today the Magi gaze in deep wonder at what they see: 

God in humanity, one whom the whole universe can-

Boards and Committee 

Coming Up in Lent 

Don’t forget to mark your calendars! Lent starts on February 14th with our first Lenten Supper and 

study group. We will be looking at Adam Hamilton’s Last Words from the Cross. If you need the 

readings for that first class please contact the church office. If you would like to purchase the book 

please contact the church office for more information. The first week also offers the imposition of 

ashes in observance of Ash Wednesday. 

When: February 14th, 28th, and March 14th  

Time: 6:30PM 

Who: Anyone interested in spiritual development or just learning more about Christ’s last mo-

ments 

Lenten and Easter Schedule 

Here is our holiday schedule. Please mark your calendars. 
 

February 14th—Ash Wednesday, start of Lenten Suppers at 6:30PM 
 

February 28th  - Lenten Supper at 6:30PM 
 

March 14th  - Lenten Supper at 6:30PM 
 

March 25th – Palm Sunday Services 10AM 
 

March 29th  — Maundy Thursday Service 7:30PM 
 

April 1st  — Easter Morning Services followed by an Easter Egg Hunt 10AM 
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BOARD OF FACILITIES 

The next major project is the updating of the lighting in the Church Hall.  There are many 

products and new technologies to choose from and we are working with an electrical con-

tractor to figure out the best and most cost effective ones. Updates will be given as we ex-

plore the choices.   
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STEWARDSHIP 

We have been well underway in our stewardship campaign for 2018. We would like to send out a 

special thank you to all those who already sent in their pledge card. Remember our pledges help to 

support our current missions, allow for the development of new missions, support our functions to 

educate people in the scriptures and ways of Christ in the world, and allows for us to continue main-

taining our beautiful historic buildings so future generations will continue to enjoy their beauty. Eve-

ryone’s pledge is important and essential to the life of our church. So if you have not already done so, 

please fill out your blue pledge card and mail it back to the church. Please remember to send your 

cards back as soon as possible to help us plan for the coming year. Your participation helps us to con-

tinue to serve Easton and our neighboring communities. 

Pledge challenge goal 2018: $65,000 

Current Pledges: $52, 040.00 

Current Pledge Count: 27 

Annual Meeting: February 4, 2018 

Boards and Committee 

News from the Community 

 

Fuel Assistance  applications can be submitted to Eileen Zimmerman (203-268-1137), the Municipal Agent for the 

Aging.   

Also the Easton Food Closet has donations available for those in need.   Please call  Eileen Zimmerman if you 

have questions.  

  

Save the Date  March 24 from 11 to 1 the Easton Library  will have a New to Medicare Presentation.  Check the 

Library for more information. 
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Altar Flower and Coffee Hour Hosting for 2018 

The Flower Calendar for 2018 is posted so you can select your special dates in celebration of birth-

days, anniversaries or special occasions. You may order or provide the flowers yourself or have the 

office order them.   
 

Hosting a Coffee Hour is a wonderful way also to celebrate a special occasion.   

 Why: Celebrating a special day with your church family, to welcome people to a moment of  

fellowship.  

 How: Call the church office or send an email if you would like to be on our rotation to host  

Coffee Hour or would like to just do a special date. 
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All of our members and friends are invited to serve as Ushers. If you would like to participate, please 

call a member of the Board of Deacons or call or email the church office. If you are unable to serve as 

assigned, please contact the confirming Deacon for the month.   

Serving Schedule 

February Confirming and Welcoming Deacon —Leon March 

 Ushers & Offering Collectors Coffee Hour 

February 4 S. Lovejoy  D. Colonnese, C. Partridge B. van Achterberg 

February 11 The Marches The Twomblys N. Taranto 

February 18 P. McCarty, N. Taranto The Glasers S. Lovejoy 

February 25 D. Colonnese, T. Linley  N. Taranto, M. Perkins  J. Stock 

March Confirming and Welcoming Deacon —Nathalie Taranto 

 Ushers & Offering Collectors Coffee Hour 

March 4 S. Lovejoy,   D. Colonnese, C. Partridge Trup/Baczewski 

March 11 The Marches The Twomblys B. van Achterberg 

March  18 P. McCarty, N. Taranto The Glasers S. Lovejoy 

March  25 D. Colonnese, T. Linley  N. Taranto, M. Perkins J. Stock 
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 Lilies are the traditional decoration for Easter and Tulips are a sign of 

new life and new beginnings. We invite you to help us decorate our sanc-

tuary with these traditional flowers.  We will again have  “virtual flowers’ 

as well as real plants.  You may purchase a Lily, Tulip  or a “virtual flow-

er” in honor or memory of a loved one.  The list of donor and dedications 

will be included in the Order of Worship on Easter Sunday.   The plants 

will decorate the sanctuary on Easter and you are invited to take them 

home with you after worship, if you wish.  Plants and “virtual” flowers are 

$18.00.        

 Your Name:     

      _______________________________________________ 

         (exactly as you want it to appear in the Order of Worship) 

 In Honor of   

  

__________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 In Memory of  

 _____________________________________________________________ 

  __________________________________________________ 

“Virtual” flower   ____@ $18.00 each   Virtual Total $_______________ 

 Lily Plant       ____ @ $18.00 each   Lily Total     $ ______________ 

Tulip Plant         ____ @ $18.00 each   Tulip  Total     $ ______________ 

 Please make check payable to: The Congregational Church of Easton and memo: “Flowers” or 

“Virtual flowers”.   

 

 Order forms with checks can be mailed or left in the church office or put in the offering plate. Orders 

for Lily or Tulip plants are due March 18th.  
                  

             ____ Please bring my flowers to someone in need.  
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February  2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 

4 

10 am Worship w/
Communion 
11 am   
Annual Meeting 
 
 

5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 
10 am Worship  
10:15   Sunday School 
11 am  Coffee Hour 

 
 
 
Cove 

12 13 14 

 

 

 
 

Valentines Day 
6:30 

Lenten Supper 

 

15 16 17 

18 1st Sunday in Lent 

10 am Worship  
10:15   Sunday School 
11 am  Coffee Hour 

11:30    TAC 

 

19 20 
 
3:45 
Food Kitchen 

21 22 23 24 
 
Game Day 
2:30-4:30 

25 2nd Sunday in Lent 

10 am Worship  
10:15   Sunday School 
11 am  Coffee Hour 
 
Cove 

26 27 28 
6:30 
Lenten Supper 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3  

4 
10 am Worship w/
Communion 
11 am  Coffee Hour 
Deacons Meeting 
 

5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 
10 am Worship 
10:15 Sunday 
School 
11 am  Coffee Hour 
  

12 13 14 
 
 
6:30 Lenten 
Supper 

15 16 17 

18 
10 am Worship 
10:15 Sunday 
School 
11 am  Coffee Hour 
 
St. Patricks’ Day 

19 20 
 
 
3:45 
Food Kitchen 
 

21 22 23 24 

25 Palm Sunday 
10 am Worship 
10:15 Sunday 
School 
11 am  Coffee Hour 

26 27 28 29 
 
7:30 Maundy  
Thursday Ser-
vice 

30   
 
Good Friday 
Office Closed 

31 

MARCH  2018  
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NEWS FROM THE HILL . . .  
THE CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH OF EASTON 
Westport Road at Center Road 
P.O. Box 37 
Easton, CT  06612-0037 

 

The Congregational Church of Easton 

Join Us for a Family Game Night All People are Welcome 

February 24th 2018 at 2:30 PM to 4:30PM 

RSVP to The Congregational Church of Easton, Offices 203-261-2527 

Free Will Donation: Helps support community outreach and future events 

 


