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Message from the Pastor
“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”
John 20: 29

All God’s blessings go
together, like links in a
golden chain. If he gives
converting grace, he
will also give
comforting grace.
He will send “showers
of blessing.”
Look up today,
O parched plant, and
open thy leaves and
flowers for a heavenly
watering.

Charles H. Spurgeon

Many Christians look at Easter as a one day event, or perhaps a
one week event. However, the Christian calendar has Easter lasting for
seven weeks, also known as the fifty days between the Resurrection and
Pentecost. During this time we are asked to meditate upon our faith, our
ability to work into the Resurrection story. We are asked to live our lives
with faith in the hope and promises of the Resurrection morning. But for
many this is a hard thing to accomplish. We all have our bad days, weeks,
months, and even years when we find it hard to feel hope, to see God’s
work, and to live into that with each day. So the question we face is similar to the question that Thomas faced: How do we live with hope, with
faith when we have not seen or experienced the Resurrection for ourselves? How do we live with faith when we have not received that significant faith experience?
Well our scriptures tell us that it’s alright to struggle just as long
as at the end of the day we still come back to God. Our faith might become shaky for a time but prayer, song, and word can help ground us
until we can see clearly again. The one thing the Resurrection does for us
all is to remind us that we are never truly alone, that Christ walks this
life with us even when we can’t see or feel him. So we are encouraged to
ask questions but to still have hope that God has his own plans in store
for us. So we continue to work in his name. We are encourage to continue our lives of compassion. And to never forget that sometimes, the support we long for, the vision of the Holy, is in the work that we do, in the
lives that we touch, in the community of God. We are encouraged to
seek comfort, hope, and joy from the people we see in the pews on Sunday morning. As a community, we do the work of God in every aspect of
the life of the church from Sunday morning worship, to our outreach
projects, to our fellowship times, even in the passing of the peace. So
come live into the Resurrection together as a community.
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Claudia Breslav Nielsen & Peter Nielsen
In Memory of Walter Breslav, Jr.
In Honor of Alison Breslav & Alan Silverberg
in their observance of Passover
Satch, Milena and Marxe Orbach
Rev. Amanda and Bill Ostrove
In Memory of Rev. Fred Dole,
all the loved ones we’ve lost this year
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Colonnese
In Memory of Our Parents
Phillip A. Doremus
In Memory of Rita and Andrew
Joan Fabso
In Memory of Chuck Fabso
Pat & Stephen Glaser
In Memory of Family Members

Lee & Eunice Hanson
In Memory of Peter, Sue and Christine
Kondratovich Family
In Memory of Kim, Walter and Ralph
Richard & Judy Ladegard
In Memory of Ruthann Skut
Karen Lange
In Memory of Alfred H. Lange,
Andrew E. Lange
Pat & Judy McCarty
In Honor of our Grandchildren
Rick & Janie Muir
In Memory of John & Muriel Whallon,
Doris B. Platts, Robert M. Muir, Jr.

Jim & Fran Ostrove
In Memory of Carmine Maglia
In Honor of Vincenza Maglia
Sally & Jack Schwerdtle
In Memory of Our Parents
Nathalie, Paul, Claudia
& Alexander Taranto
Roger Norman Taranto

Barbara van Achterberg
In Honor of our
Turn Around Church
Connie Wing

We thank all our members and friends
for their participation and purchase of
real and virtual
flowers for Easter.

“Easter says you
can put truth in
a grave,
but it won’t stay
there.”
Clarence W. Hall
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Boards and committee reports
THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF EASTON
WARNING
SPECIAL MEETING
MAY 22, 2016
The Governing Body (Membership) of the Congregational Church of Easton is hereby
warned to meet in their Church Sanctuary on Sunday May 22, 2016 after 11:00 a.m. for
the following purposes:



To Review a Proposed Preliminary Budget for the Year 2016.
To Act on any other business proper to come before this meeting.

Phillip A. Doremus
Chair, Church Council

Jonathan C. Stock
Clerk of the Church

Church council
April 3rd
11:30 a.m. Bishop Room

TAC Meeting
April 10th
11:30 a.m. Bishop Room

Deacons Meeting
April 17th
11:30 a.m. Bishop Room

Memorial Garden
Committee
April 24th
11:30 a.m. Bishop Room

DEACONS
Thank you to all who participated in and helped successfully execute Lenten Season
Events; and Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday worship. Thank you to Rev. Amanda
for leading and inspiring the congregation. All serves as encouragement and preparation
for upcoming happening. For example, weekly Bible study which began March 30 th at
3:30 PM.
The next Deacons meeting is scheduled for 11:30 AM on April 17th, 2016 . All previous
meeting minutes may be reviewed as posted on the
office bulletin board or by request from the archives.
Turn Around Church Committee
Turn Around Committee has been busily preparing for the upcoming tag sale on May 14th
from 9 until 2. We would like to invite all of our church members to purchase a spot in
our church parking lot for the tag sale. Each spot, will cost $35.00 and you bring whatever you would like to sell from the trunk of your car. If you are interested in purchasing a
spot please contact the church office by email or phone and we will sign you up. This
fundraiser will help support the functions and activities of our church and we encourage
all peoples to participate in one way or another. We look forward to working together
as a team with the Congregation on this event. If you know anyone else who might like to
purchase a spot please send them our way.
Board of Facilities Maintenance
Just a note so you will be aware of the situation
We will have a tree removed that is near the church. The tree has been a concern for a
while and it was thought best to have it taken down before it caused any damage.
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Board of Christian Outreach
The third Tuesday of every month, the Board of
Christian Outreach prepares a meal to bring to
St. Luke/St.Paul’s Church in Bridgeport. This
ongoing mission project is totally dependent on
the generosity of members and friends from our
church and those from Jesse Lee.
Our monthly menu is chicken legs and thighs, side dishes of potatoes, rice or pasta, prepared
any style you choose. Vegetables, salads, fruit and desserts round out the menu. These items
are usually donated by members and friends and we try to coordinate with Jesse Lee so your
early sign-up is appreciated. Some standard items and condiments are purchased and monetary
donations towards their cost are very welcome. We also need help with transportation and
serving the dinner at St.Luke/St.Paul’s.
If you would like to donate or assist in any way, please see the Menu in the Church Hall for
sign-ups for food and serving. You can also contact the church office (phone: 203-261-2527 or
email: echurch@snet.net) or Barbara van Achterberg (phone 203-261-2156 or email: barbaravanachterberg@gmail.com). This mission is only possible for the church with many hands
making light work! Thank you.

We continue to collect
sample or travel sized
toiletries. These
small items make a big difference to those in need.

St. Luke/St. Paul’s Food Pantry

Non-perishable food for the St. Luke/St. Paul Food Pantry is collected on the First Sunday of
the month, when we share Communion and remember those in need of experiencing God’s
abundance. These are delivered on the day of the food kitchen and can be dropped off at the
Old Academy building any time during the month. We also deliver gently used clothes and
books/toys at this time.

If you can help, please drop
them off anytime and place
in the basket at the entrance
to the church hall.
Thank you.

April 19th Food Kitchen

Our menu is chicken—any style!
Side dishes of starch and vegetables, with salad, fruit and desserts
We try to coordinate with Jesse Lee members on the menu items,
so please sign up as soon as possible!
March Food Kitchen Thanks

Many thanks to our cooks, bakers and shoppers!
Caren Laskay, Claudia Nielsen, Marj Klar, Susan March, The Glasers,
Rev. Amanda, Suzanne Herlihy, Jane Kondratovich, Cynthia Landry,
Sara Scoran, Connie Wing. Daisy Colonnese, Barbara van Achterberg.
March 15th we served 92 meals. Prepping, transporting and serving were:
Sara Scoran, Barbara van Achterberg, Rev. Amanda, Suzanne Herlihy,
Cynthia & David Landry.
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Announcements
Saturday, May 14
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Trunk Tag Sale
Church Parking Lot

The purpose of life is
not to be happy.
It is to be useful,
to be honorable,
to be compassionate,
to have it make some
difference that you have
lived and lived well.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

Also that day!
Bake Sale
Raffle and Silent Auction

Pull in
Open your trunk
Sell your junk
Reserve your spot: $35.00

Call - 203.261.2527 or email the church office echurch@snet.net,
for information

Fairfield East Association Spring Meeting
Wednesday, May 25th at 6:00 pm.

Newtown Congregational Church
We need 2 delegates, if you are interested,
please talk to Rev. Amanda

Connecticut Conference
United Church of Christ
149th Annual Meeting
Friday, June 10 & Saturday, June 11, 2016
University of Hartford
200 Bloomfield Avenue, West Hartford
If you wish to attend either day of the meeting as a delegate, please
speak to Rev. Amanda.
Information on the resolutions, program, speakers and schedule is at
the Connecticut UCC website— www.ctucc.org.
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Altar Flowers

A donation of Altar Flowers for a Sunday worship would be a wonderful addition to our services. You may provide the flowers yourself, have a florist deliver them, or have the office order them (Irene’s). There is a sign up sheet in
the church hall. Call or e-mail the church office for more information.
Coffee Hour

Coffee Hour is an exciting part of our congregational life. Hosting a coffee
hour is a great way to celebrate a birthday or anniversary with your church
family. Perhaps you can join a friend in hosting a Sunday. The deacons will be
glad to assist you. A sign-up sheet is in the Church Hall or of course you can
call or e-mail the church office for more information.
Thank you!

Many thanks to those who have sent in their pledges.
We have a total of $45,360 as of April 1st. Our Stewardship campaign continues, if you haven’t yet done so,
please get your card in soon. Your pledge helps us plan
for the year’s activities.

Trip to the Movies!

April 9th

We’re planning a trip to see the movie “RISEN” at
the Showcase Cinema, Bridgeport. The showing
7:45, we will meet at 7:00 PM at the church hall
for car pooling. Please let us know if you plan to
car pool, or meet us at the cinemas. We don’t want to forget
anyone! We’ll purchase our tickets there.

We hope you’ll join us!

Rev. Amanda has selected a VBS program that will
run August 8—13.

Teachers are needed

If you like working with children and can
volunteer 2 or 3 mornings contact the church office.

We draw people to
Christ not by loudly
discrediting what they
believe,
by telling them how
wrong they are and
how right we are,
but
by showing them a
light that is so lovely
that they want with all
their hearts to know
the source of it.

Madeleine L’Engle
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Serving this month

April 2016 Confirming Deacon — Leon March
Greeters

Ushers/Offering

Collectors

April 3

Marj Klar

The Marches

The Glasers

April 10

The McCartys

Vera Knapp,
Nathalie Taranto

The Twomblys

April 17

Daisy Colonnese

The Glasers

Nathalie Taranto,
Carol Partridge

April 24

Nathalie Taranto

The McCartys

Daisy Colonnese,
Marianne Perkins

May 2016 Confirming Deacon — Daisy Colonnese
Greeters

Ushers/Offering

Collectors

May 1

Marj Klar

The Marches

The Glasers

May 8

The McCartys

Vera Knapp
Nathalie Taranto

The Twomblys

May 15

Daisy Colonnese

The Glaser

Nathalie Taranto,
Carol Partridge

May 22

Nathalie Taranto

The McCartys

Daisy Colonnese,
Marianne Perkins

May 29

Vera Knapp

The Marches

The Glasers

All of our members and friends are invited to serve as greeters or ushers. If you would like to participate,
please call a member of the Board of Deacons or call Jeanne at the church office (203-261-2527). If you
are unable to serve as assigned, please contact the confirming Deacon for the month.
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Bible Quiz

1

What was the name of Esther’s cousin who raised her after her parents died?
A. Hegai
B. Haman
C. Mordecai
D. Ahasuerus (also known as Xerxes)

2
As Jacob used a rock for a pillow — later to become a pillar honoring
God — which of the following did he experience in a dream?

A. Angels going up and down on a ladder between earth and heaven.
B. The Lord promising that Jacob’s family would be a blessing to all
nations.
C. God’s assurance: “Know that I am with you and will keep you wher
ever you go.”
D. All of the above.

The butterfly
symbolizes
resurrection, Easter and
the new life we have in
Christ Jesus.
As a caterpillar disappears
into a chrysalis, so Jesus'
dead body was hidden in a
tomb. The emergence of
the butterfly, rising into
the sky in its beautiful new
body, reminds us of
Christ's resurrection —
and ours.

2. : D (See Genesis 28:10-19.)
1. C (See Esther 2:7.)
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The church on the hill

We will be continuing to use the Yale Divinity Bible study curriculum as our guide
through the study of the letter to the Hebrews. We will continue with our study
of the letter of Hebrews on Wednesdays from 3:30 to 4:30 in the Bishop Room.
This is a nine week study which will reveal the historical context of the scriptures,
the intent behind their writing, the origins, the struggles of the community for
which they were written, and the promises and advice they still hold for us today.
So please join us on Wednesdays from 3:30 to 4:30 in the Bishop Room of the
Old Academy Building. All people are welcome. Bring your friends and family.

