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Easter

Possibilities

The message of Eas
is not only that Chris
Is risen, not only that
suffering is not the
last word, not only
that God gives new
life, but this: Nothing
Is impossible with
God.

The Rev. James Matrtin, S

t

Message from the Pastor

0But the angel said to them, 6Do not b
ci fied. He has been raised; he
| tds hard to imagine but we ar

Spring. It is no coincidence that Easter falls in the Spring when the
world is teaming with new life. | wait very expectantly each winter fo
those first signs of life in the world. As | was walking into the Old Ac:
ey Building the other day, | noticed the deffodilsgarting to pop from

the ground and | felt a sense of joy. Daffodils are one of the earlier f
ers to appear in the Spring and | have always been reminded of Ea:
morn when they come. We are reminded with the Spring time bloom
ing that there is new life, that we are promised a new and better life
when this one comes to an end. Christ died on the cross amidst sor
the most agonizing pain imaginable physically, emotionally, and spir

ter ally. His life had come to an end. His followers saw his body and kne

from their own eyes that Jesus had died. And in their experiences, tt
figured that once one died they stayed that way.

But like those bulbs, or trees that become bare and dead looking in
winter, he came back to life in the most extraordinary way. He physi
ly was given new life so that we might look on and believe that there
new life offered to us all. That our experiences in this mortal world,
will not be all that there is. There is hope that something better awai
us all. And we are given glimpses of this new life in the way that our
flowers come back to life and our trees throw out buds. So take somr
time to walk outside smell the fresh morning air of Spring and take i
the renewal of life all around and know that God has given each of (
gift. Please think about joining us as we accompany Christ in his fir
moments in our Maundy Thursday Tenebrae service draMarch 24
7:30 PM and again on Easter morn to celebrate the renewal and ne
life of Christ offered to all on Maftat2D:00 AM.

Blessings,

Rev. Amanda
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Many thanks to those who have sent in their ple

L I £l ardship campaign cont
REPORT
please get your card in soon.

Your pledge hel ps us

Happy to help

spring this year; <coincidence?)|.
meek, merciful, pure and so on (see his Beatitudes in Mathbwothar

itude and gparks othersto pay it forward.6In fact, Universty of Texesresearchers
found that the oOactivism cureo |[i
helpindgi and get happy!

Easter Baskets for Covenant to Care

Easter Baskets are one of our important mission projects. This annual
collection provides a holiday dinner for families of Covenant to Care. Our
adopted social worker, Jorge Ball has given us 6 families that are in
need of our help.

Your Obasket 6 s h operisthblecfapdsgbioxed/canmdd n o n
goods) with a gift card for fresh ingredients for an Easter Dinner. You

may do both yourself or join in with a friend. We still have some families

that need sponsors.

Baskets should be delivered by Monday, March 21 st by 10:00 a.m. for
Jorge to deliver the food goods in time for the Easter celebration.

We have a total of $35,660 as of March 1st. Ou

The International Day of Happiness is observed on March 20 (also the firs

words, happiness results from pjut

Research confir ms t ha-stebne fongds strgngo t
friendships, offers a sense of belonging and purpose, decreases stress, ir

v

dges.
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5t day of
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Lenten Schedule

The ewer (a veseaped

pitcher) and basin, whic

symbolize cleansing,

h

Simple Suppers

Join us for our Simple Suppers on Wednesday nights starting on Feb
10"during our Ash Wednesday service. Our Lenten ThemeAhis year i
Walk into theWildernede wi | | be wal king th
ney through Lent with a video
ask that you join us in this journey together enjoying the discussion &
fellowship. All people are eagerly invited to join us in this time of unity
and devotion. Simple Suppers begin at 6:00 p.m.

Simple Supper Schedule:
March 9
March 16

Maundy Thursday

Tenebrae Service

Join us for Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Servic& Mar@) 2M at

are related to two biblical 336 \Westport Rd Easton CT, at the corner of Westport and Center. Al

events from Holy Week:

when Jesus washed h
disciples' feet
(John 13:17),

welcome for this moving Tenebrae service preparing your hearts for

SEaster. At this time we join toc

before the cross and we try to keep awake with him for just one hour
asked of his disciples in Gethsemanev®estonchurch.fwgmore

and when Pilate "washed details.

his hands of" Jesus' bla
before the crucifixion
(Matthew 27:24).

Because of the foot
washing, the ewer anc
basin have become a
symbol of service minist

l

ry.

od

We have a few Lenten devotionals left, you can pick up your devaotior
the Old Academy Building or in the church sanctuary.

Palm Sunday, March 20
10:00 a.m.Worship

Maundy Thursday, March 24
7:30 p.m. Tenebrae Service

Easter Sunday, March 27
10:00 a.m.Worship



http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eastonchurch.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNG9zfRMFyeDiUX7nIdthRwY3FXlvg

EASTER FLOWERS

Lilies are the traditional decoration for Easter and Tulips are a sign of
new life and new beginnings. We invite you to help us decorate our sanc-

wi s h.

tuary with these traditional fl ower s.
as well as real pl ants. You may pur
er6 in honor or memory of a | oved on
will be included in the Order of Worship on Easter Sunday. The plants
will decorate the sanctuary on Easter and you are invited to take them
home with you after worship, i f you
$16.00.
Your Name:
(exactly as you want it to appear in the Order of Worship)
In Memory of
In Honor of

oVirtual 6 fl ower ____@ $16.00 each
Lily Plant @ $16.00 each Lily Total $
Tulip Plant @ $16.00 each Tulip Total $
Please make check payable to: The Congregational Church of
Easton andmemo: 0 FI ower s6 or oVirtual f 1l owe

Order forms with checks can be mailed or left in the church office or put
in the offering plate. Orders for Lily or Tulip plants are due March 20 ».

Please bring my flowers to someone in need.

3
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Pl ant s

an

The lily that blooms
around Easter is a
symbol of Chr
resurrection because it
rises from a seemingly
lifeless bulb decaying in
the ground. Itis also
used as a symbol of
Christ himself. The lily,
a symbol of purity, is
often used to represent
the Virgin Mary.

Virtual Tot al
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¢
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MEETINGS
THIS

MON'I;%)

TAC Meeting
al NOK HniK
MmmMmYon | oY

Deacons Meeting
al NOK wmo K

MmmYon | YD

Boards and committee reports

DEACONS

The Annual Reports publication for the church annual-G820ib) (3
carried general information from Boards and Committees re: their bu:
as we go forward in our Turnaround Church process. Further update
ed by the Board of Deacons, during the meeting, were of ways to at
to appraise/measure movement toward our turnaround aims:

Consistent increased worship attendance

Increased sigps as Coffee Hours hosts/hostesses

Increased sigps providing flowers for Sunday worship service

Increased exposure, communication and responses of comn
organizations

Our benefactor continues to follow us

Rev. Amanda hasnigated the networking practice of all
Easton Clergy

Rev. Amanda has joined a UCC networking group

While it is not possible to calculate an actehe&fitsanalysis in terms

ot 8815rs"onthe above, Deacons feel that much of our increased pa

tion and activity is due to direct personal contact amo éoll&ev.
Amandads part.

Also, we thank the Turnaround Action Committee members for their
sistentandgnoi ng dedication to bring

Annual reports may be picked at the church office and/or read a

. Ehlrghweldistieeastonchurch.org. Good reading.
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St . Luke/ St . Paul 6s Food Kitchen

The Board of Christian Outreach prepares a meal the third Tuesday of every i

Luke/ St. Paul 6s Church in Bridgeport,|.

generosity of members and friends from our church and those from Jesse Lee

Our monthly menu is chicken legs and thighs, side dishes of potatoes, rice or [
any style you choose. Vegetables, salads, fruit and desserts round out the mer
are usually donated by members and friends and we try to coordinate with Jes
early sigop is appreciated. Some standard items and condiments are purchase
donations towards their cost are very welcome. We also need help with transp
serving the dinner at St.Luke/ St. Pa

If you would like to donate or assist in any way, please see the Menu in the Ch
sigrups for food and serving. You can also contact the church offic Gi2&2e: @(
email: echurch@snet.net) or Barbara van Achterberg @8E2E5503 email: barba
vanachterberg@gmail.com). This mission is only possible for the church with n
making light work! Thank you.

St . Luke/ St . Paul 6s Food Pantry

Nonperishable food for the St. Luke/St. Paul Food Pantry is collected on the Fi
the mont h, when we share Communi on
abundance. These are delivered on the day of the food kitchen and can be dro
Old Academy building any time during the month. We also deliver gently used
books/toys at this time.

February Food Kitchen
Thanks

4
w

4
N 'ib

Many thanks to our cooks,

. Vera Knapp, Suzanne Herlihy, Ja
St- LUkE/St. PaU-1 S Kondratovich, Connie Wing, Pat D

Fsmd Klgglhgn vis, Sara Scoran, Barbara van Achter-

berg, Cynthia Landry, Rev. Amande

Susan March, Lorry McLaughlin

March 15 ' Food Kitchen Caren Laskay, Phil Doremus, Marij
Our menu is chickeany style! Klar and Claudia Nielsen.
Side dishes of starch and
vegetables, On a blustery and rainy February

with salad, fruit and desserts weserved approximately Gigls,

We try to coordinate with Jesse Lee T TEPPING, transporting and servin

members on the menu items, were: Sara Scoran, Barbara va

so please sign up as soon as possible!Achterberg, Rev. Amanda, Mark
Rozelle, and Pat Davis.

onth for St.

This ongoing

asta, prepared

u.

se

These items
Lee so your

d and monetary

ort
u

ation and

| 6s.

urch Hall for

D3

ra-
nany hands

rst Sunday of

a

nd remember t

pped off at the
clothes and

bakers and shoppers! The Glasers,
ne

a-

r

! If you can help, please drop

We continue to collect

sample or travel sized
toiletries. These

small items make a big dif-

ference to those in need.

them off anytime and place

m

ho

9in the basket at the entrance

n

to the church hall.

Thank you.
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Announcements

dtis spring again. T
earth is like a child tf
knows poel

Rainer Maria R

Turn Around Church Committee

Turn Around Committee have been busy planning and implementing
ties.We had our first game day on Saturday Félancgtthdugh we

did not reach goals with inviting the community to join us, we had a g
time of fellowship and learned some valuable lessons that will help us
make improvements the next time we run a game day. We are working
to put together our first fundraiser, which will be a flea market type tac
from the trunks of peopleds car
event. We will announce the date as we get a little closer to having the
tails figured out. We have also been working on tag lines and have pu
gether our first survey handed out at the annual meeting. We thank ev
one who shared their input. We have also emailed out the survey to tr
who were not able to attend the annual meeting. We will be announcir
tallies once we finish getting responses in.We thank everyone who he

paupporting us in our activities.

nat
ms by heart .o
The Song of the Psalms

ke

He is coming! He is coming!
We hear triumphal shoutings from the eager marching throng;
We catch the thrilling music of tthe chi
The very stones are throbbing to break into acclaim,
And all the hills exultant to reecho back His name.
Break all our fronded branches and strew them in His way,
Our strength and all our beauty belong to Him to -day!

John T. McFarland

Daylight Saving Time Begins

At 2:00 a.m. on Sunday, March 13th

Dondt forget to change
night March 12th before you go to bed!

You dondt want to be | :
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Altar Flowers

A donation of Altar Flowers for a Sunday worship would be a wondé

tion to our services. You may provide the flowers yourself, have a fl
er t hem, or have the office or
the church hall. Call ena&il the church office for more information.

Coffee Hour

Coffee Hour is an exciting part of our congregational life. Hosting a
hour is a great way to celebrate a birthday or anniversary with your
family. Perhaps you can join a friend in hosting a Sunday. The deac
glad to assist you. A-smaheet is in the Church Hall or of course you
call or amail the church office for more information.

Bible Study

| have been working on our next Bible Study. We will be conti
use theYale Divinity Bible study curriculum as our guide thro
study of the letter to the Hebrews. We will resume on Wednes
March 30from 3:30 to 4:30 in the Bishop Room. This will be &
week study which will reveal the historical context of the scrif
the intent behind their writing, the origins, the struggles of the
munity for which they were written, and the promises and ad
still hold for us today. So please join us for our first session o
day, March 8@t 3:30 in the Bishop Room of the Old Academy
ing. All people are welcome. Bring your friends and family.

March 2016
News from the Hill

2rful addi-
orist deliv-
der t hem

(1

Forgive yourself

coffabe Lord Jesus Christ
chbashwashed you in his

orRWhilplped and forgiven
caypu all your sins, how

dare you refuse to forgive
yourself?

Francis MacNutt

nuing to
ugh the
day,

L Nine
tures,

2 com-
vice the
nWednes-
Build-
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Serving this month

Mar c h 2016 0 Nat hal i e Cbhajrfa mtma
Greeters|/Usher s/ Of ffGalilnggc t ojr s
March 6The MarcheSuzanne Lovdjhey Gl aser s
Mari a Seamaln
Mar c h Ma3 | Kl ar |[The Marches|The Twombl ys
Mar c h DPi sy Col ovremaeas &Knapp, Nathalie Taranto
Nathalie Tarcaar}toq Partridge
Mar ch 2Nathalie ThahenGloaser s/Dai sy Col onnese,
EASTER Mari anne Per kins
Apr il 2016 Caonlfea ami NMiagr cdDhe ac o n
Greeters Ushers/ Of fer|iConfgl ector s
April 3/Marj Kl ar The Marches |[The Gl aser|s
April 10 he McCartyl¥era Knapp, The Twombl ys
Nat hali e Tarjanto
April 1MDaisy Col onifbee Gl asers [Nathalie Tarani
Car ol Partridg:¢
April 2MNathalie TalfTheat McCartys|Dai sy Col onnes
Marianne Per ki |

All of our members and friends are invited to serve as greeters or ushers. If you would like to particip
please call a member of the Board of Deacons or call Jeanne at the che26t:252G9. (2§8u
are unable to serve as assigned, please contact the confirming Deacon for the month.



